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DIMENSIONAL CO-ORDINATION—A 62. 


TVE years ago the American Standards Association 
assigned to a voluntary Committee the investigation 
‘of dimensional co-ordination. In , August, 1941, was 
published the first report of this committee, A.S.A. Project 
A62 for Co-ordination of Dimensions of Building Materials 
and Equipment. Recently, the first American Standards 
A62.1 and A62.2 to provide for dimensional co-ordination 
have been circulated for review. We, in Britain, are invited 
to comment; what are our reactions ? 

The Report describes in detail the economies and other 
-advantages which will result from dimensional co-ordination, 
‘and there can be no disagreement. with these fundamental 
benefits. The differences of opinion lie in the method chosen 
to implement co-ordinatjon. The- difficulties are both 
technical and commercial—technically, .in the sense of 
evolving a practical scheme, and commercially dependent 
on the co-operation of the many competing building 
industries. We believe that, provided a sound practical 
scheme can be evolved in the technical sense, there will be 
no great difficulty. in gaining commercial support, both 
willing and enthusiastic. The main problem, therefore, is a 
technical problem, and A62 attempts to provide an answer. 

In A62.1 are established the principles put forward in 
tthe earlier Report, A62, which are now fairly well known. 
The 4-in. module is accepted as the basis for co-ordination, 
and will apply to sizes of parts, assemblies and layouts 
governing both vertic.1 and horizontal dimensions. This 
modular dimension is nominal and is applied to a system 
of centre lines and not to actual over-all sizes. Thus 
allowances for fixing are included in the module. This 
means that a 4-in. design grid defines the location of building 
parts and that building elements may not necessarily be 
exact multiples of 4 in: A62.1 further establishes definitions, 
methods of defining location of parts, the marking of 
‘approved modular details, etc., and includes descriptive 
notes on the proposed methods of co-ordination. 

Thus, the stage is set for the consideration of standards 
dealing with individual products, and A62.2, recently 
issued, is the first. Headed ‘‘ American Standard. Basis 
for the Co-ordination of Masonry,”’ it establishes the prin- 
ciples which will apply for. masonry, masonry being defined 
as structural materials laid up in mortar and includes, 
therefore, materials such as brick, concrete block, structural 
tile and stone. A62.3, which will follow will be a true 
application standard and will include standard co-ordinated 
brick and tile sizes. The scheme in America is, therefore, 
a reality, and we in this country must make up our minds. 

Dimensional co-ordination is defined as “‘ a relationship 
between the sizes and dimensions of building parts that will 
permit their assembly during field erection with a minimum 
of cutting or alteration.” The critics of the project can 
be divided into two broad groups, omitting those who can 
foresee no advantages whatsoever to be gained from some 
form of dimensional standardisation. First, there are those 
who quarrel with the 4-in. module, but coneur with the 
details of the scheme generally. They point out that 
already building elements mostly follow a modular system, 
tthe smaller elements a 1-in. module, and the larger elements 
2 1-ft. module. It is argued that the 1-in. module has 
proved to be useless, and, whilst agreeing with Bemis 
and A62 that 4-in. may be useful as a basic grid, maintain 
that a dimensional standard should: be proportional to the 
‘size of the building unit. A super-imposed module of 40 in. 
or 10 times 4 in. is suggested as the solution. Others 


maintain that in this country the majority of building units 
already conform to a 3-in. module, due to the traditional 
influence of the brick, and that it will be unwise to ask 
a lot of manufacturers to change to 4-in., when the advant- 
ages of doing so may not be very apparent. 

The second group, however, are much more eritical, and 
find fault with the very fundamentals. It is maintained 
that co-ordination as defined above can be had without 
the necessity of fixing a definite modular dimension. The 
present standards, now under consideration at the B.S.TI. 
and promoted by the Ministry of Works Standards Com- 
mittee, are given as examples where building elements are 
co-ordinated in groups, one group being windows, window 
cills, and boards, lintels and sub-frames for varying materials 
whilst sanitary appliances, fittings and plumbing dimensions 
form another group. It is maintained that directly an 
arbitrary dimension is conceived, irrespective of function, 
then all kinds of difficulties follow. Clay ware products 
are particularly difficult and materials such as roofing 
tiles are made to sizes consistent with the average physical 
characteristics of clays. 

Again, certain elements require dimensional tolerances 
that would make it impossible for them to take their 
place in a rigid dimensional system. Floor quarries 
require a tolerance of something in the nature of plus or 
minus -}, ths in. for 9 in. by 9 in. tiles, giving a total deviation 
of 3ths of aninch. Products of this sort cannot be expected 
to line up accurately with other elements. It is difficult, 
in fact, to foresee how finishes such as dinings, plaster and 
wall tiling thicknesses fit into the scheme. Floor and 
partition dimensions must be related to weight, performance 
and stability. In fact, these limitations are admitted in 
A62.1, and thus one of the greatest advantages of the project 
is lost, for equipment and facings cannot be designed to 
fit into interiors any more readily than without such a 
scheme. 

Further, elements whose dimensions are determined by 
structural requirements, such as reinforced concrete and 
steel work, would be difficult to co-ordinate, whilst materials 
whose thickness is related to function, such as D.P.C.’s, 
cannot be related. 

This is the kind of argument put forward rightly or 
wrongly by critics, but there is a very strong body of 
sympathisers who claim to have the solutions to all these 
problems. Thus, manufacturers who have, so far, followed - 
the policy at present adopted at the B.S.I., are becoming 
anxious. They find that the clay products industry and 
concrete block manufacturers in America have decided by 
vote to follow the procedure laid down in A62. The 
Mission appointed by the Minister of Works to- visit the 
U.S.A. have, in their report, recommended that investiga- 
tion be instituted into modular standardisation based on a 
common dimensional unit, and steps to implement. this 
should be taken immediately. There are so many authori- 
tative personalities to be found for and against that the 
issue requires proper investigation. 

An authority such as the B.S.I. or M.O.W. Standards 
or Codes Committees, should be responsible for setting up a 
representative sub-Committee to give an authoritative 
verdict. If theré is anything in dimensional co-ordination, 
now is the time to translate abstractions into practical 
solutions, or the opportunity is likely to be lost for a very 
long time. If not, the sooner the industry is told, the 
better. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Demobilisation and Post-war Employment. 

Tue Royal Institute of British Architects 
propose to form a Card Index (applicable 
to architects normally domiciled in the 
United Kingdom) which will be available 
to all Registered Architects in addition to 
members, students and probationers of the 
R.1.B.A., members of the Allied Societies 
and of the Architectural Association. 

The primary object of the Index is to 
provide the information required to ensure 
that those demobilised from the Forces, or 
released from other forms of national ser- 
vice, are given every opportunity of ob- 
taining suitable employment where such is 
available, 

Registered Architects who are not mem- 
bers or students or probationers of the 
bodies mentioned, but who wish to avail 
themselves of this scheme, should make 
application to the R.1.B.A. for a copy of 
the necessary questionnaire to be sent to 
them. They should complete the ques- 
tionnaire and return it as soon as possible 
to the R.I.B.A. so that the particulars may 
be included in the card index. 


The Birthday Honours. 

To the architectural and allied profes- 
sions—which receive on this occasion well- 
deserved recognition —the outstanding 
award in the King’s Birthday Honours list 
is the O.M. conferred on Sir Giles Scott. 
The second architect only (Sir Edwin 
Lutyens was the first) to receive this great 
distinction, Sir Giles’s selection will give 
satisfaction to the entire building industry, 
which recognises in him not only a great 
architect but a constructor deeply con- 
cerned with fine building and craftsman- 
ship, and as a result one who sees the 
building industry not as a collection of 
individual professions and trades but as a 
unity. In offering him our congratulations 
we know we shall have the complete sup- 
oe of the industry. Knighthoods go to 

r. Arthur Clapham, the Secretary of the 
Royal Commission on Historical Monu- 
ments; Mr. Alfred Munnings, P.R.A. ; and 
Professor Charles Herbert Reilly, the 
abiding inspiration of the Liverpool School 
of Architecture. To all three we offer our 
sincere: congratulations, as also to Mr. 
George L. Pepler, whose award of the C.B. 
marks nearly 40 years of town planning 
endeavour, in which unrivalled technical 
knowledge allied to a great understanding 
of the human factors- involved have done 
so much to bring order out of civic chaos. 
We have been looking up a masterly 
analysis of the old Regent-street by Mr. 
Pepler which appeared in The Builder for 
October 1, 1910. Here appear the still 


‘significant sentences : ‘‘ Mr. John Burns’s 


Town Planning Act wisely, no doubt, keeps 
within present public opinion in omitting 
to provide for architectural control, but it 
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is pretty obvious that, unless this power 
is quickly given we shall not have satis- 
factory planning. . . . Architectural con- 
trol should be used to preserve as well as 
improve.” C.B.E.s go to Mr. G. M. 
Carter, Director of Emergency Works and 
Recovery, M.o.W., and to Mr. H. F. 
Cronin, Chief Engineer, Metropolitan 
Water Board; while the O.B.E. is con- 
ferred on! Dr. F. M. Lea, Assistant 
Director of Building Research, D.S.L.R. ; 
Mr. R, A. H. Livett, A.R.I.B.A., Leeds 
Housing Director; and Mr. W. A. Rutter, 
Assistant Director of Works, M.o.W. 
M.B.E.s go to Mr. R. J. Atkinson, Archi- 
tect and Surveyor to the Evesham R.D.C. ; 
to Mr. A. Marshall, Assistant Director of 
Emergency Works and Recovery, M.o.W. ; 
and to Mr. R. H. Briggs, who, while not 
known to the building industry at large, 
has nevertheless earned the gratitude of 
the technical Press for the able and effi- 
cient manner in which he has interpreted 
the M. of I. technical censorship. 


Towards a Real National Theatre. 

On Thursday next, June 22, the. Town 
and Country Planning Association’s mem- 
bers will hear Miss Sonia Dresdel, who is 

laying the leading part in ‘‘ This Was a 

oman,’’ speaking on ‘‘ Towards a Real 
Nationa] Theatre.”” The meeting will be 
held at 1.15 p.m. at 2, Savoy-hill, W.C.2, 
and will be preceded by a buffet luncheon. 
Mr. Lewis Casson will take the chair. 

Miss Dresdel wants to see a National 





O.M. c.B. 
SIR GILES SCOTT 


MR. GEORGE L: PEPLER 


SOME DISTINCTIONS IN THE. BIRTHDAY HONOURS. 





June 16 1944 


Theatre take the form of a theatre which 
is really alive in all the smaller towns 
throughout Britain. She does not think 
that a truly National Theatre will be 
achieved only by erecting a building in 
South Kensington, although such a build- 
ing would be of the very greatest value in 
pe directions. The small town has in 
the past played an important part in our 
national culture and economy. ‘It can 
do so again,” states the Association, 
which adds: ‘‘ Planners, architects, local 
authorities and all those interested in the 
arts must see to it that buildings to meet 
the needs of the theatre and all the other 
arts are not neglected in this development 
when the time comes.” 


‘** Bristol Replanning.”’ ! 

In connection with the proposed re- 
planning scheme for Bristol illustrated in 
our last issue, Mr. J. Nelson Meredith, 
F.R.1.B.A., City Architect, writes : ‘‘ The 
shopping precinct was designed in my de- 
partment, but the layout plan of central 
area is a joint effort of the Town Clerk, 
City Engineer, City Estates Surveyor, 
Town Planning Officer and City Architect, 
the drawing being prepared in the town 
planning department. Incidentally, the 
City Engineer is Chief Planning Officer.”” 


M.O.W. Appointment. 

Tue Minister of Works has appointed 
Mr. Hubert M. Fairweather, F.R.I.B.A., 
to be chairman of the Codes of Practice 
Committee for Civil Engineering, Public 
Works Building and Constructional Work, 
in succession to the late Sir Clement 
Hindley. 


Boys’ Home in New Forest. 

Mr. W. 8S. Morrison, Minister of Town 
and Country Planning, has now given his 
decision in the appeal of Dr, Barnardo’s 
Homes National Incorporated Association 
against the refusal of the New Forest 
Rural District’ Council to permit the use 
of ‘the residential building, ‘‘Annesley,’” 
Bank, nr. Lyndhurst, as a Boys’ Home. 
The Minister, proposes to allow the appeal 
subject to the condition that the total 
occupation of the premises should at no 
time exceed 50 persons, including children 
and staff. 


An Appointment. 

Mr. Gwitym J. Davies; Llandyssul, has 
been appointed assistant architect under 
the Cardiganshire County Council. 


Professional Announcement. 

Mr. E, Merepirn, F.R.1.B.A., of Vic- 
toria House, Goodmayes, Essex, is open- 
ing a branch office at Mynytho, Pwllheli, 
N. Wales. 


From The Builder of 1844 


Saturday, June 15, 1844. Price 3d.. 

Mr. Romeo Coates then said that he 
had a motion to make on the subject of the 
bridge. Waterloo Bridge was the finest 
structure of its kind in the world. As a 
specimen of beautiful architecture it stood 
unrivalled ; but it was similar to the Irish- 
man’s benefit, which was all loss and no 
gain... . This was an age of speculation. 
The bridge had cost two millions of 
money. - . . He would therefore pro) 
that the bridge should be di of by 
means of a public lottery, and his scheme 
was. this—they should issue 1,000,000 
tickets at’ a guinea each, and the prizes 
should be limited to 50, the fortunate 
holders of which should be compelled to 
sell the bridge to the Government on‘ the 
best. terms they could, on the :conditiom 
that it should be thrown open ‘to. the: 
public. 
a", The. bridge, originally named the. Strand! 

Bridge, was at that time usable only by toll. 

Nothing came of Mr. Coates’s ingenious sugges 
tion, which may have been inspired by Adam’ 
successful venture at the Adelphi. 
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UTILISING OBSOLETE HOUSES. 


By H. V. LANCHESTER, F.R.I.B.A. 

Tue difficulty of. making adequate 
provision for the anticipated post-war 
demand for’ housing aecommodation 
has led some of the provincial cities to 
investigate the possibilities of convert- 
ing large houses which, owing to the 
probable shortage of domestic service, 
have become obsolete as single family 
residences, into convenient, small flats. 
Many of these cannot be regarded as 
appropriate for such treatment, and it 
may be possible to use them for differ- 
ent purposes, but on the other hand a 
large proportion are capable of adapta- 
tion, and the problem becomes the ex- 
tent to which it would be economically 
practicable to provide such reconstruc- 
tive proposals as would afford dwell- 
ings of suitable size, conveniently 
arranged and giving reasonable safety 
from fire, for the increased numbers 
who would occupy them. 

It should be laid down that each flat 
should include a small kitchen, a bath- 
room and its own sanitary accommoda- 
tion, that the entrance and stairwa 
should be fire-resisting, and that a lift 
should be included, at any rate if the 
building were more than three floors in 
height.’ Cheaper forms of conversion, 
disregarding these stipulations, should 
be discouraged. 

The City of Westminster is now giv- 
ing close attention to thig aspect of 
post-war housing, probably by reason 
of the fact that such a large proportion 
of its area is occupied by large and 
lofty houses of the type above referred 
to, as, for example, those of South Bel- 
gravia and Pimlico; and other parts of 
London such ag Bayswater and Ken- 
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sington will probably follow suit where 
many of the houses are reasonably well 
built, having a life of some 50 years, a 
period which jusitfies conversion. 
Preliminary negotiations in West- 
minster have revealed that among the 
principal bodies of houseowners, the 
Crown and the Ecclesiastical Commis- 
sioners‘own about 500 houses on short- 
term tenancies, the Grosvenor Estate 
over 600, the Cubitt Estate 600 on ten- 
ancies expiring within 16 years, and 
the Sloane Estate 350 on similar terms. 
It.is thought that in addition to these 
it might be practicable to deal with 
many others. The owners of such pro- 
perties that have been approached 
appear to see many difficulties in pro- 
viding for suitable conversion but are, 
to some extent, not averse to co-opera- 
tion with the Westminster City Coun- 
cil, in a municipal programme. This 
Council, apart from initiating a build- 
ing programme for working-class flats, 
has received from its Public Health 
and Housing Committee a report which 
includes the following statement: ““The 
principal housing area of. Westminster 
is Pimlico, where the houses, origin- 
ally’ built. for single families, have 
largely become occupied by several 
families without the houses being 
suitably adapted for multiple occupa- 
tion. The Committee expressed the 
view that works of improvement and 
adaptation appropriate to the prospec- 
tive ‘lives of the houses should be 
undertaken; that further statutory 
powers would be required by the Coun- 
cil for carrying out these proposals.” 


This recommendation, together with . 


the results of conferences with the 
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owners, has led to the City Engineer 
ard the Town Planning Consultant 
taking up the drafting. of an outline 
plan on which, together with a survey 
by the Medical Officer and the owners’ 
advisers, will be based the scope and 
nature of the work of adaptation and | 
the approximate life of each house. 
Houses which have a sufficient life to 
justify the expenditure involved will be 
dealt with by one of the following three 
alternative methods :— 

(i) The Lessees are given the first 
opportunity, receiving an extension of 
their leases, For this purpose the 
L.C.C. by-laws would require amend- 
ment. 

(ii) The Owners (failing the 
Lessees) should be encouraged to do 
the work on similar lines. 

(iii) The Council should do the work 
(in default of both lessee and owner), 
either acquiring the lease or purchas- 
ing the freehold; the. Council. has 
powers to do the latter, but would have 
to obtain them for the acquisition of 
leases. 

It is considered that a national sub- 
sidy will be required as in many cases, 
conversion might. well prove an un- 
commercial proposition; it is pointed 
out that at present the Council ‘is 
carrying om this type of work at the 
cost of the Exchequer under Circulars 
2,845 and 2,871. In estimating the 
financial return on expenditure the 
question of the use of basements arises. 
In some houses these can be made to 
comply with the Health Regulations 
for occupation, but in» others they 
would only be used for purposes inci- 
dental to. the occupation of the upper 
floors. 

Westminster has indicated the im- 
portance that it attaches to this aspect 
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of the housing question by engaging 
three architects in independent ’prac- 
tice to reinforce the work of its own 
staff—namely, Messrs. Joseph, Mr. 
Victor Wilkins and Mr. Eugene C. 
Kent, and also proposes to provide an 
adequate body of clerks of works. 

These details of procedure have been 
given at some length as they may be 
of service to other authorities con- 
templating action in their own areas 
with similar objectives. It may be 
thought that in this case an unduly 
pessimistic attitude has been taken to- 
wards the financial aspects of such an 
undertaking, but perhaps in view of 
the complications in acquisition and 
organisation this is only prudent, but 
apart from these it might be found that 
conversion into flats might turn out 
to be an economically advantageous 
proposition. _ Of course, there are 
many alternative methods of doing 
this, both by reason of the planning of 
the houses to be.so treated and the de- 
gree of efficiency demanded for the 
flats; as to the latter, this ought at 
least to conform to the stipulation made 
earlier in these remarks, but it might 
profitably. go,.beyond this. ~ An im- 
portant matter would be the provision 
of central heating and hot-water sup- 
plies, which are unquestionably worth 
including, and would be more satisfac- 
tory the greater the number of flats 
that could be serviced from one instal- 
lation; even the provision of district 
heating might be worth considering 
where a sufficiently large area was in- 
cluded in a scheme of this nature. 

As a specimen of what might be done 
with houses of a type very frequent in 
the western districts of London and 
in some of the larger provincial towns, 
two illustrations are given of plans 
appropriate for turning four-.or five- 
storey houses into flats, with the re- 
moval..of the staircases, usually of 
wood and, therefore, dangerous, and 


the rebuilding of the back portion. of 
the premises. In each of these plans 
the new building work is approxi- 
mately 44,000 cubic feet. for eight, flats, 
including the basement not. counted as 
a flat. Under possible building condi- 
tions the 5,500 cubic feet per flat might 
be carried out, together with the sub- 


‘ sidiary alterations, for the sum of 


£400 allowed by the Government regu- 
lations for each flat provided, though 
amore probable -figure would be 
between. £500 or £600 per flate. Even 
at the highest of these figures if would 
not appear that, at current rents, the 
whole proposition, taking account of 
the value of the houses and additional 
expenditure, would fail to give a re- 
munerative return; or that even let at 
rents proportionate to the means of 
working people the result would not be 
financially sound. Other _types of 
house might be.easier or more difficult 
to convert; the assumed frontage of 
20 ft. shown on plans 1 and 2 isthe 
minimum suited to it; with lesser front- 
age, three houses would be required to 
provide two flats on each floor as on 
the lines shown in plan 3; in this case 
the alterations should come easily 
within the £400 per flat allowance. 
Houses with wider frontages would 
probably make the problem easier and 
give more spacious flats. 


Sanitary Science in Reconstruction. 

The Chadwick Trust Essay, 1943, 
“Sanitary Science and Hygiene in Re- 
construction,” by Mr. A. F. Russell, 
A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., which appeared 
in the February issue of the Journal of 
the R.I.B.A,, has now been reprinted. 


Builder’s Son Awarded A.F.C. 

The London Gazetie, June 2, 1944, an- 
nounced that the King has been pleased 
to award the Air Force Cross to Wing- 
Commandér Philip William Dunstan 
Heal, second son of Mr. John H. Heal, 
Immediate: Past President of the Federa- 
tion of Master Builders. . 
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2. J CEORRESPONDENCE 


[Whilst we are glad to pone letters on profes- 
ional. and , other matteng y Tes. our, readers, 
it” must be understood awe de not Snegeeerily 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who w' 

i us if they will xpress their views as briefly 


as possible.) : 
** Vacancies for Architects.” 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 
Sre,—*‘ Official Architect ’” must. surely 
have had his tongue\in his cheek when he 
replied to, Major G. Bs J. Athoe’s, very 
timely letter of protest. in your issue for 
May 19. He astutely. conceals from, the 
public the fact, that one-half the members 
of the R.I.B.A. obtained their ‘‘ diplomas ”’ 
by qualifications not one jot better than 
those held by men who are being denied 
even the right to apply for a job. What 
a’ salute’ to the soldier! 
Franx 'H. Bromueap, 
Retired A.R:I.B.A. 
Parkstone, Dorset. r 


Professor Reilly’s Knighthood. 
To THe Epiror or The, Builder. 

Srr,—As a former student of the Liver- 
pool School’ of Architecture, will you 
kindly allow me a brief space to express 
my high gratification (shared by many 
others) by’ the knighthood’ just conferred 
on! its former head—Professor C.\' H. 
Reilly? 

Such an honour is truly justified, as 
Professor: Reilly ranks among the greatest, 
architectural personalities of this century. 
As all the world knows, he came to Liver- 
pool an unknown man, occupied the Roscoe 
chair in architecture when the school was 
at its lowest ebb, and in the course. of 
twenty-five years established it as one of 
the finest training grounds in Europe. 
Many of its past students now occupy some 
of the best architectural throughout 
the Empire, and the list of its former Rome 
scholars ‘is unchallenged: 

Professor Reilly’s gifts are not confined 
to. architectural education, for his brilliant 
capacity, in the sphere of journalism is 
undisputed. As a first-class assessor in 
architectural competitions the Professor 
has proved his worth by fair and unbiased 
judgment. Although a large part of his 
career has been taken up by academic 
activities, he has found-time to guide the 
esthetics in some large building under- 
takings, and im, the Devonshire House 
elevations and. Peter Jones Store, respec- 
tively, we find. that wide architectural 
vision which is such a@ pronounced charac- 
teristic of this distinguished architect. — 

Although Professor Reilly is not young 
in years, his youthful outlook is.always 
inspiring. He possesses the spirit of adven- 


- ture, and in all his undertakings we 


discern. some new inspiration of thought, 
perhaps the germ of a new idea, which 
creates excitement-in the possible develop- 
ment of some undiscovered artistic achieve- 
ment. Like J. M. Barrie, Professor Reilly 
possesses. that. whimsical side of human 
nature which gives to his strong creative 
powers something of fhe joy and exuber- 
ance of youth, a yital freshness redolent 
of the spirit of Spring—gifts whieh unfor- 
tunately are-given but to the few. 
Gorpon Hema. 


Appreciation of Architecture. 

To tHE Eprrorn;or The Builder. 
Sm,—Last summer I asked the Royal 
Institute of British Architects if it would 
ask its Allied Societies if they would pre- 
pare lists of lecturers in their localities 
who-would deal with the appreciation of. 
architecture, town and country planning, 
and the industrial_arts, and. give. lectures 
to teachers, etc., on.these. subjects, as it 
is apparent that such ‘local. lists can be 
made much more complete than lists kept 

in” London. 

On February 11 last) the R.J.B.A, sent 
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a circular letter. to its: Allied Societies and 
branches thereof in: Great Britain and 
asked for their help in bringing its list 
of lecturers up to date. It also mentioned 
that it was possible that the societies 
might in the near future be called on to 
supply lecturers to local education autho- 
rities to speak to teachers and others on 
the appreciation of architecture, town 
planning and the industrial arts. 

The Berks, Bucks and Oxon Architec- 
tural Association followed up this letter 
with one of its own. In response, it has 
received several appreciative letters from 
Allied Societies, and a list of lecturers in 


Berkshire has now been compiled, copies - 


of which are being sent to the two local 
education authorities in the county, also 
to the Army Directorate of Education, 
the Berks branches of the Workers’ Educa- 
tional Association, and the National 
Federation of Women’s Institutes. 

As I am sure will be realised, if similar 
lists are prepared shortly to cover all 
parts of the country, it would be ex- 
tremely valuable in helping forward the 
widespread movement to educate the 
public in the appreciation of good design. 
The annual report of the C.E.A.P.E. 
recently issued shows the rapid progress 
of this movement. Since the issue of that 
report information has been received of 
several more lecture courses and of a con- 
ference at Cheltenham. 

It appears that only by getting the 
teaching of the appreciation of good de- 
sign right into the general educational 
system of the country, as a background 
subject, will it be possible to improve 
public taste. : 

. C. B. Wiucocks, 
Hon. Secretary, C.E.A.P.E. 

The Planning Centre, 

28, King-street, W.C.2. 
Northampton Rural Housing Competition. 
To rue Epitor or The Builder. - 

Sm,—I read with much interest Mr. 
A. G.- Allnutt’s letter in your issue of 
May 19 last, and while his criticism was 
principally one of cost, there was one | 
consider of far more importance that was 
not referred to—viz., that of area. The 
published conditions clearly stated that 
the-floor area of each cottage must be 
limited to 1,000 sup.-ft., a very important 
condition, which not only had’an important 
bearing upon cost, but also curbed planning 
facilities. 

It has always been the practice of 
London district surveyors, of whom, until 
recently, I was one, to include in the 
ground-floor area of a building all one- 
storey additions, disregarding whether the 
had internal communications or not wit 
the main building, in arriving at the total 
area upon which their fees were based. It 
is obvious that in his award the assessor 
erred in regarding the one-storey wash- 
house addition directly linked with the 
building proper as*an ‘‘ outbuilding.”’ 

This, I consider, was very unfair to the 
vast majority of competitors. 

Thames Ditton. A. L. Woopwarp. 


Temporary Housing Policy. 

To tHe Eprror or The Builder. . 
Sir,—It is rather surprising that up to 
now so few criticisms have been forthcom- 
ing about the Government’s temporary 
housing policy, because reflection must 

show that its defects are indeed several. 
Firstly, ‘the question of cost, which is 
given at £550, but when the various pro- 
posed amendments have been made this can 
be taken at £600, and this is exclusive of 
land, roads and sewers. However, on the 
basis of a £600 cost, a ten-year life and 
3 per cent. interest, a sinking fund of over 
£1 per week is necessary to redeem the 
capital cost, and this alone constitutes an 
addition to the ‘‘ economic rent,’’ which 
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would not occur in a permanently con- 
structed house with a normal span of life. 
The interference with the permanent 
housing programme will be substantial. 
The preparation of the sites, the construc- 
tion of the roads, the laying of the sewers 
and the external services generally will 
have to be carried out for the temporary 
programme in the same way as if the effort 
were devoted to the permanent programme. 
In the’house itself the windows, the doors, 
the bath, basins, cooker, the refrigerator— 
in fact, all the fittings—couli be incorpor- 
ated in a permanently built house, and 
therefore the only real saving is in the 
shell of the house, which is to be pressed 
steel instead of brick or stone. Speed is 
claimed as an important factor, but against 
that has to be offset, therefore, the delay 


in the final permanent housing of the ~ 


people due to duplication of the pro- 
gramme. 

What about the siting of the houses? 
The guiding principle in this direction must 
be that the best and most convenient, sites 
must be reserved for the permanent pro- 
gramme, and as already in the large towns 
there is a flat-versus-house problem due to 
transport difficulties, it 1s evident that this 
is going to be accentuated by a temporary 
programme, which can therefore only be 
carried out on less convenient sites. 

From an esthetic point of view, the 
prospect is appalling. Whilst the appear- 
ance of the hutment in itself may not be 
objectionable, reproduced in mass the 
result will be one of drab monotony. What 
is to happen to the cleared sites? If the 
land is not restored; then a permanent eye- 
sore will be created and a waste of land 
result. If the land is to be restored, then 
this constitutes an appreciable addition ta 


. the cost of the scheme. 


The chief advantage of the scheme would 
appear to be the possibility of selling the 
houses to rehabilitate devastated Europe, 
and whilst this may be a factor as far as 
our export trade is concerned, it is not a 
relevant consideration for satisfactory 
national housing. : 

As a professional man, therefore, with no 
axe to grind, I feel that. the best, and. cer- 
tainly least dangerous, policy would be to 
proceed from the outset with a properly 


. planned programme of house construction 


in permanent form because, unless I am 
very much mistaken, the people generally, 
and town planners particularly, will have 
cause for regret in years to come if the 
present proposals are proceeded with.. 
Harlow, Essex. E. Srerne. 


M.O.W. Factory-made Bungalow. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 
‘Sm,—Mr. R. V. Boughton’s letter in 
yeur last issue does really attack with 


Bevin, P.C., M.P. :— 





COMING EVENTS 


Saturday, June 17, 

_ [xstirute or Qvantity Suryeyors. Annual 
General Meeting. White Horse Hotel, Congreve- 
street, Birmingham. 1.30 p.m. 

Tuesday, June 20. 

HovsinG Centre. Mr. Rudi Mock on ‘‘ American 
Housing. 13, Suffolk-street, S.W.1. 1.15 p.m. 
(buffet lunch, 12.45 p.m.). 

Wednesday, June 21, 

_INstiTUTION or Heating AND 
ENGINEERS. Paper on “ Commercial Thermostats 
in Theory and Practice,” by Mr. R.. Grierson. 
At Mechanical Engineers, Storey’s-gate, S.W.1. 
6 p.m. 

Thursday, June 22, 

Town AND CountRY PLANNING  AssociATION. 
Miss Sonia Dresdel on ‘‘ Towards a Real National 
Theatre.” 2, Savoy-hill, W.C.2. 1.15 p.m. 
(buffet lunch, 12.45 p.m.). 

Town PianninG Institute. Annual Meeting. 
5.30 p.m. Mr. A. J. Lyddon on “ Planning and 
=“ eaeaeaemeel 6 p.m. Essex Hall, Essex-st., 


Friday, June 23. 
Arcnitects Recistration Councit. 
2 


Quarterly 
Meeting, 66, Portland-place, W.1. p.m. 


VENTILATING 
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vigour and the utmost fairness, and will 
do a let of good. Your correspondent, 
one notices, describes the M.O.W. bunga- 
low as ‘‘ factory-built temporary’ and 
the house as ‘“ works-built permanent.’’ It 
is obvious that Mr. Boughton has noticed 
but little difference in the meaning “‘ tem- 
porary”? and ‘ permanent’ owing to 
both the buildings being prefabricated, 
despite the words ‘ factory-built”’ and 
‘* works-built’’ being used. Could your 
correspondent now give his opinion as to 
the difference in life of the bungalow and 
house ? KentisH Buriper. 


Post-War Housing. 
To THe Eprror or The Builder. 

Str,—The Government agree that pre- 
fabricated houses are a temporary 
measure, and appear to be proposed solely 
for the purpose of speed. 

I venture to suggest that millions of 
pounds might be saved and very little 
time lost if brick-built houses are con- 
sidered and all brickyards permitted’ to 
create huge stocks now (if necessary sub- 
sidised by the Government). The houses 
could then be allocated to all builders in 
the country in approximate proportion to 
their 1938-9 turnover, In this way a 
million houses could be erected in the first 
year. 

Stocks such as doors, windows, etc., 
could receive priority immediately peace 
is declared to be ready when the brick- 
work is up. In the first four months 
250,000 houses could be ready by proper 
organisation. 


London, 8.W.1. 


F. Arex. Howick. 


Labour Redistribution. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sir,—The medium and small builders 
have had to go through a very difficult 
time, owing to the removal of their skilled 
labour for the Government war _ pro- 
gramme, and as the large contracts have 
been coming to a close for some time, it 
was felt that the skilled labour should be 
distributed amongst the smaller firms in 
the trade to’ enable them to cope with the 
war damage and essential maintenance 
repairs. The following letter is a copy 
of a reply I have received from Mr. Ernest 


May 25, 1944. 

Dear Mr. Frost,—You wrote to me on 
May 6, 1944, about the supply of labour 
for domestic maintenance and repair 
work. 

This matter is receiving close attention - 
and measures have been drawn up which 
provide for the maximum amount of 
labour being made available to employers 
engaged on housing: upkeep and repairs, 
as the exigencies of the Government war 
building programme are gradually re- 
laxed. It is not, possible for me to say 
when the full effect of these measures will 
begin to be felt, but the necessary instruc- 
tions have been issued to my local 
officers and are already being adapted to 
the fullest extent permitted by existing 
circumstances to all questions of build- 
ing labour redistribution. 

I would again assure you that, as I 
mentioned in my previous letter of 
December 23, the burden being borne bv 
jobbing builders is fully appreciated, and 
that no avoidable delay will occur in 
restoring to them the labour they have 
been required to release for essential war 
purposes. 
(Signed) E. N. Bevin. 

1 am sure the medium and smal! builders 
will be glad to feel there is a possibility of 
their skilled labour problems being easier 
in the near future. 

Artuur B. Frost, 
Hon. Sec., Borough of Wandsworth 
Builders’ Association. 
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Drawn by C. H. James and S. Rowland Pierce. 


C. H. JAMES, A.R.A., F.R.I.B.A., AND S. ROWLAND PIERCE, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECTS. 




















FAST FRONT 


‘Dame by W. Curtis Green. 
- A PARISH CHURCH. 


W. CURTIS GREEN, R.A., SON, AND LLOYD, ARCHITECTS. 
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THE CITY OF SHEFFIELD 
PROPOSED CENTRAL REPLANNING 


AN interesting method of securing de- 
signs for the replanning of the central 
area of the City of Sheffield has been put 
into practice, whereby designs were in- 
vited from four individuals or groups— 
one being the Sheffield and South York- 
shire Society of Architects and Surveyors, 
and the others being, we understand, 
Corporation officials. These four designs 
were reviewed by Mr. Herbert J. 
Manzoni, C.B.E., , M.Inst.C.E., City 
Engineer and Surveyor, Birmingham. 


Mr. Manzoni has now issued a report 
on the plans submitted and algo a plan 
based on one of the four designs—‘‘ Red 
O,” whose authorship is not yet revealed. 
In this plan (which is reproduced on this 
page) he has incorporated certain ideas 
both of his own and of the other three 
plans, and for this reason he recently 
visited Sheffield with his Chief Planning 
Officer, Mr. F. Greenwood, and the 
latter’s senior assistant, Mr. P. E. Goode. 

In his report, Mr.-"Manzoni states: 
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“ It is fundamental that the development 
of a City will be in harmony with its 
major characteristics, will reflect the 
activities of its inhabitants, and will be 
modelled to meet their needs; this will 
be so particularly if its development is 
unplanned by any central co-ordination. 
Unfortunately, obsolescence occurs in 
direct proportion to the rate of social pro- 
gress, and the longevity of English build- 
ings, once so great an asset, has become 
a main cause of dissatisfaction through 
the acceleration of scientific progress and 
the consequent enlightenment of the 
people. The operation of planning as 
applied to a town is beset with two 
dangers—that it will fail to interpret cor- 
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, REPLANNING THE CENTRE OF SHEFFIELD. Design “Red O,” with Mr. Manzoni’s suggestions incorporated. 
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rectly and provide for all charaeteristic 
and fosal requirements, and that through 
failure -to-take sufficient account of chang- 
ing conditions it will produce at. some 
time in the future conditions which are 
required now, but by that time will be 
out of date. 

“From these - considerations there 
emerge two desiderata—first that plan- 
ning should be done by local people, 
whose life and interests are bound up 
with the plan, and, secondly, that the 
principal and more urgent requirements 
embodied in a plan should be capable of 
being carried out rapidly and well within 
a period during which it is safe to make 
predictions. 

‘“‘ The centre of Sheffield is compact and 
well defined, its contours are extreme, 
its public buildings haphazard and un- 
related. It has a high degree of obso- 
lescence, some very good first-class shops 
apd*a secondary and popular shopping 
centre immediately adjoining to the 
south—this latter has been heavily 
damaged by bombing. Other secondar 
shops adjoin the City Centre to the north 
towards the river. There are factory and 
commercial premises interspersed with 
buildings of all types, and the traffic con: 
gestion is extreme and has some special 
features, notably a heavy north-south 
concentration. 

“Similar conditions emerge in most 
large industrial cities and in every case 
the key to a successful plan is a satis- 
factory solution of the traffic probiem. 
Without this you may have the finest 
buildings in the country—and indeed you 
have at least one of them already—but 
the eventual result will not be satisfac- 
tory; moreover, it is obvious that traffic 
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congestion is the problem calling most 
urgently for solution in the City Centre 
if-the life and amenity of this area is to 
be maintained.” 

All four of the schemes embody, with 
small variations, the inner ring road 
laid down in the Corporation’s: original 
scheme. Mr. Manzoni. while considering 
this ring road a good feature, points out 
that any scheme of traffic direction and 
control which relies on restrictions and 
checks is fundamentally wreng. The best 
system would be the provision of ade- 
quate ng on radial roads converg- 
ing on the hub of the town and terminat- 
ing on a small and capacious ring road, 
the diameter of which is not more than 
600. yards. Mr. Manzoni’s_ solution is 
shown on the plan, - Within the ring road 
would be the important civic buildings. 
Mr. Manzoni suggests a new short length 
of road in the north-east corner of the 
enclosed area which would relieve the 
heavily overloaded connecting roads and 
the roundabout leading to the Wicker. 
The enclosed central area should not be 
traversed by public transport and there 
should be no direct and obvious routes 
across it inducing traffic to take a short 
cut. The existing civie buildings which 
are to be retained are the Municipal 
Buildings, the City Hall, the Central 
Library, etc., and additional sites are re- 
quired for other public and semi-public 
buildings. Amenity, civic dignity and 
great individuality are suggested by the 
grouping indicated by the plan “‘ Red 
O ”’—a square enclosing about four acres 
of gardens and flanked by the City Hall. 
Town Hall and extension, Municipa! 
Buildings, Law Courts, ete., which would 
be possible to carry out within a-reason- 
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able time and without too much disturb- - 


ance.. To the east, Mr. Manzoni suggests 
a revised plan for the proposed technical 
college which would give another square. 
Since the principal routes to the 
north—Fargate, High-street, Haymarket, 
Waingate and the Wicker is bound to 
achieve congestion, Mr. Manzoni discards 
the various suggestions made dnd pro- 
poses that the Wicker should become a 
double level road from a point near the 
Wicker Arches to the south side of the 
river. Such a scheme would require care- 
ful preparation in detail. The proposed 
Circle is suggested as an ideal central 
roundabout for loading and discharging 
local ’bus. passengers, while a long-dis- 
tance ’bus station is suggested near the 
L.M.S. station. Many other points of 
interest are referred to in the report, 
which is worked out in much detail. 


. At a meeting of Sheffield City Council 
held on June 7, the plan was adopted in 
principle. Ald. C. W. Gascoigne, chair- 
man of the Town Planning and Civic 
Centres Committee, urging endorsement 
of the plan_in principle, said the Council 
were not asked to agree to every detail in 
it. He thought the most important 
feature was the City Circle. The Com- 
mittee had more than once considered a 
road from the Wicker Arches into the 


. city, but had turned it down because they 


always felt that would be removing 
traffic congestion from one point to 
another. A City Circle would overcome 
the congestion. It was going to be one of 
the smallest City Circles in the country. 
People would find ready access to shops, 
and would never be more than 250 yds. 
from the city centre. 








THE STAFF HOUSE, MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY. 


THE MEN’S COMMON ROOM. 




















HUBERT WORTHINGTON, ARCHITECT. 
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ONE END OF THE DINING-ROOM 


THE STAFF HOUSE, MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY. HUBERT WORTHINGTON, ARCHITECT. 


Tue Starr House or MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY, 
which was completed shortly before the war, is a 
first instalment of a scheme for new Refectories for 
the University on a large scale. The building was 
planned on three floors. On the ground floor is an 
entrance hall, cloak-rooms and lavatories, servery, 
ete., connected with the main University serveries 
and kitchen, and a staff dining-room, 40 ft. by 22 ft., 
which can be subdivided by folded panelling into two 
rooms for separate smaller meals. The dining-room 
is lit by five windows, facing south ; it is panelled in 
veneered teak, and the fireplace is built up of polished 
limestone. 


On the first floor there is a joint common room, 
which is used by men and women members of the 
staff, and a women’s common room, and on the 
second floor there is a large staff common room, 
51 ft. 7 in. long and 27 ft. wide, lit by seven windows 
facing south, which open on toa baleony. This room 
is panelled in oak with Travertine fireplaces at each 
end. The furniture of this room is in oak with red 
leather. - There are “‘ rayrads’’ in the panels between 
the windows. These common rooms and dining- 
rooms add greatly to the amenities of the staff of the 
University, and it is hoped that the whole scheme 
may be realised as soon as possible after the war. 
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AGRICULTURAL 
COTTAGES, 
NR. BRIDPORT, 


DORSET. 


R. LIDDESDALE PALMER, 
A.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECT. 


THESE NON-PARLOUR COTTAGES AT 
Leggs Mead, Askerwell, near Brid- 
port, Dorset, form one of the emerg- 
ency housing schemes for farm 
workers originated by Bridport 
R.D.C. The external walls of the 
main block are of ll-in. cavity 
brickwork, internal walls, apart 
from 9-in, party walls, are of 4-in. 
partition blocks.- Concrete window- 
surrounds are cast in one piece; 
casements are steel. Roofs are 
covered with dun-coloured double 
Roman pantiles. The walls are 
finished externally with grey cement 
wash, and the plinth is tarred. Doors 
and gutters are green, steel case- 
ments white. Askerswell is an old 
village, with mostly brown or grey 
tones prevailing in existing build- 
ings. Care has been exercised to 
keep the external colours of the new 
cottages in harmony with the 
village. 

Internally, bedrooms and living 
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Drawn by R. Scott-Cockerill. 


rooms have wood floors, other 
ground floors are of quarry tiles. 
Window benches are quarry tiled. 
Cooking is on portable stoves, with 
plumbing as centralised as possible. 
Hot cupboards provided in kitchens. 
Sinks have double, drainers, with 
a length of 6 ft. overall for the sink 
unit. Coppers are provided for 
laundry. Dressers, pot-racks, 
shelving, cupboards, towel-rails, 
hat and coat hooks are given in all 
houses. Water supply by gravita- 
tion, drainage taken to septic tank. 
Electricity is not yet available. 
These houses are now let. The site 


June 16 1944 


has~a fall of 5 ft, from end to end 
of the block, and of 2 ft. from front 
to back. 

The general contractors were 
Messrs. Osbourne, Bros., Bridport. 
Tiling was by Webb, Major, Ltd., 
Weymouth, and water supply by 
J. W. R. Newman, Beaminster. 
Plumbing and sanitary work was by 
Cox and Humphries, Ltd., Brid- 
port; tiles were supplied by Colt- 
hurst, Symonds and Co., Ltd., 
Bridgwater; cast-concrete goods: by 
Wharf Lane Concrete Co., Ltd., 
Ilminster; and Ministry of Works 
materials supplied by Rowe Bros. 
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WELFARE IN THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 


By T. P. BENNETT, C.B.E., F:R.1.B.A. 
(Late Director of Works, M.O.W.) 


RECENT years have seen a consider- 
able advance in the welfare provided 
for industrial workers in connection 
with the factories. of stable industries, 
and! particularly the newer industries 
such: as automobile and aireraft pro- 
duction. 

Welfare in the building industry has 
lagged: behind the development in more 
stable: industries for several réasons, 
the principal one being the traditional 
nature of building; general acceptance 
by personnel throughout the: industry 
of: very rough conditions ‘of living, 
particularly: on country sites: and: sites 
away from the amenities of actual town 
building. The -acceptance - of these 
rough conditions was so firmly: estab- 
lished that as late as 1941 the majority 
of contractors and their agents and a 
large number of the: men’ considered 
that'no improvement was necessaryiand 
that- the conditions existing were 
accéptable to all parties. 

The intimate knowledge, however, of 
those most closely: connected with ex- 
posed sites intimated quite: clearly the 
disability which was suffered’ by both 
the men and the; contract when’ con- 
tinued: exposure» to adverse weather 
conditions, poor feeding and: unsatis- 
factory sanitary.:conditions increased 
the: sickness rate! and often rendered 
men» unable to: work -to full: capacity 
during the hours which they were 
being paid for maximum production: 


The necessity for a higher standard 
of ‘welfare was greatly intensified as 
the younger meni ‘were withdrawn from 


the - industry, ,o umemployment was 
virtually eliminated and; the personnel 
of building: works contained: a high pro- 
portion of men with physical disabili- 
ties and of men who were of the higher 
age groups. 

The reason for the delay ‘in the 
development of adequate welfare’ ‘on 
building sites needed some investiga- 
tion;:and it: was to be found very 
largely in the fact that for many years 
the building industry had an unem- 
ployment index figure of approxi- 
mately 200,000: men; that the contractor 
therefore had a ‘wide choice of per- 
sonnel, and employed only the most 
hardy, the most physically capable 
and the most efficient. The State, on 
the other hand, provided, by means of 
unemployment pay and sickness bene- 
fit, for the mén “who wereunable to 
be themselves producers. In the 
national economy this imposed a’ very 
heavy burden on the State while allow- 
ing private enterprise to earn a maxi- 
mum profit and to carry out its work 
at the lowest cost. 

Gradually attention was focused 
upon the desirability, if not necessity, 
for securing from men who. could not 
give 100 per cént, output measured by 
the highest standards the maximum con- 
tributions of which they were capable 
in return for any payment’ given, and 
it was no great advance from this posi- 
tion to realise that once the employer 
had to find work, and pay these men 
under the terms of his contract, if was 
in the employer’s. interest; to. provide 
conditions of working which would 


enable: the maximum number of men 
to: remain. at work under the best pos- 
sible, conditions, for production. 

Welfare. was. crystallised when. in 
February, 1941, the Ministry of Labour 
produced Factory Form 1892. While 
this, form had, no legal obligation it 
wag possible for the Ministry of Labour 
to say that they were not. prepared to 
supply men to contracts unless condi- 
tions were available on the site ap- 
proximating to Factory Form 1892, and 
it therefore became necessary, to draw 
up rules for the practical application 
of 1892 and to. enforce these rules. as 
far as possible on all building. sites. 

The result of two, years of experience 
has shown the benefit of welfare regu- 
lations. of this: character and there are 
few contractors or agents to-day who 
are not fully convinced that welfare 
reasonably . interpreted and. properly 
executed has been an immense advan; 
tage to building contracts and, in fact, 
under war conditions few, if any, of 
them could have been carried out: suc- 
cessfully without, the provision of wel- 
fare of an. acceptable type. 

There igs a. long-term value in welfare 
of considerable importance. The work- 
ing conditions of. an industry very 
largely dictate the quality of, the en- 
trant who can be recruited, and’ -if 
post-war industries return to. a condi- 
tion in which the individual -has,.a 
choice at: the date of entry, then boys 
will, choose, and fathers will’ direct 
their sons into those industries -which 
have good working conditions as well 
as good wages, and it is obviously of 
the greatest importance. to. the welfare 
of building as a whole that the type of 
man. recruited for both craftsmen and 
labourers should be as high and intelli- 
gent. a type as possible. 

While, therefore, welfare has hitherto 
been applied largely, indeed almost.en- 
tirely, on.Governmenf contracts, peace 
time will bring with it realisation that 
the’ private owner und the individual 
contractor can secure a great deal of 
advantage by maintaining therlevel of 
welfare which war time has established. 

Under the majority of headings, this 
will apply to the buildings erected in 
towns as well as those erected in the 
country, although the absence of pub- 
lic or external amenities in the latter 
case will emphasise the necessity of 
welfaré more forcibly than it will be 
emphasised in the town building 
where the workmen. can secure ‘some 
of the advantages of British Restaur- 
ants, public transport,.and other aids 
to good living which the community as 
a whole may provide for everyone. 

The examination of welfare, as de- 
scribed in Factory Form 1892, gives the 
following’ headings which call for the 
provision. of: accommodation or of 
services: Sanitation, drying rooms, 
first aid, feeding of workmen, housing 
of workmen, recreation for workmen. 


Sanitation. ° 

Sanitation on an epen site should be 
provided to a standard which has now 
been stabilised in accordance with the 
following schedule :— 

Elsan or other closets—l per 25 men 
or.1. per’ 30..men where. urinals. are 


separate. 
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Basins enamelled 16 in.—1 per 5 

In most cases this provision will be 
by. Elsan.or similar closets, and the 
same standard will be needed in town 
buildings as;in country buildings. The 
standard of maintenance has needed 
constant supervision ‘and has recently 
become high. Every effort should be 
made to maintain it in this position. 
The old elementary trench with a pole, 
and the unsatisfactory arrangement 
often made in town buildings, should 
be eliminated and really adequate pro- 
vision of the type indicated become 
universal.on all, contracts. 

The provision of washing accommo- 
dation, like many other reforms, has 
been only,slowly appreciated by the 
men themselves, but there is every 
indication, that as they become used 
to a proper standard of cleanliness the 
washing accommodation will be fully 
used. 

Drying Rooms. 

The problem of allowing men to go 
home in dry clothes has by no means 
been overcome. When drying’ rooms 
are‘ provided it becomes necessary to 
put them in charge of a responsible 
man to avoid theft and to institute a 
new:system of receipt and issue. Many 
of the. men are reluctant to leave their 
clothes in the drying room, and there 
has been a tendency for’ cértain con- 
tractors: to: consider that the drying 
room and the cost of an attendant is 
largely wasted, and.to discontinue the 
use of the drying: room. 

This provision is much in. the same 
condition as that of washing.  Con- 
tinued ;use will accustom the men to 
leave their wet coats with the attend- 
ants in the morning, to’ change their 
wet clothes and leave: them in the 
evening to be.dry, ready for use, on‘the 
following morning: 

There has been a substantial’ in- 
crease in the provision of rubber boots, 
sou’ wester hats, and. some type’ of 
waterproof suit so that men’ necessarily 
working in the open are properly pro- 
tected from the wéather. The cost of 
issuing this clothing has: become an 
appreciable item. On the most effici- 
ently run contracts. the cost has been 
reduced to a minimum as hag also the 
loss. of time; but the industry still 
needs to study the matter more closely 
and to arrive at a standard which’ will 
deal with both time and cost factors. 


First Aid. 

Building has for many years had a 
first-aid box. With. the increased. em- 
ployment of men above the peak ages 
of physical fitness, first.aid has in 
creased substantially in importance 
and much greater provision is needed 
than was essential in the pre-war days 
of the employment only of physically 
fit men. 


Proper Feeding of Workmen. 

Probably the feeding of workmen has 
given rise to the greatest amount of 
difficulty and the greatest amount of 
cost.' The building contract canteen 
presents the most difficult. problem 
which catering can face. The build- 
ing site. starts. with zero personnel, 
frequently rises to, its ‘labour peak 
within .a matter of, one-to six months 
and falls. ina period..of one to six 
months, 

The first dozen men on a contract 





men. ~ 
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need protection and feeding; the last 
dozen equally need consideration. But 
at the beginning and end of contracts 
any satisfactory system of canteens 
must be run at a loss. In the larger 
contracts it is possible for the pro- 
vision of midday meals at low cost to 
be made without a loss; and it may 
well be that the building industries 
must face this provision of satisfactory 
mid-day meals ag other industries are 
facing them, and regard some subsidy 
of the cost of the meals ag part of its 
means of securing a first-class day’s 
work from the operative. There is a 
very strong indication that the indus- 
try would be well advised to accept the 
provision of meals as part of its 
machinery. 

There are a number of ways of pro- 
viding food. The British Restaurant at 
present is part of the national machin- 
ery and can frequently be used by the 
building contractor. Where no ‘such 
public: facilities exist the builder has 
used caterers or built up his own man- 
agement, and of the two the latter has 
shown: very considerable increase in 
recent: months and generally speaking 
is by far the most satisfactory. 

There are substantial problems in 
connection with the provision of the 
necessary equipment and plant’ 
throughout the country. The provi- 
sion of suitable cooks and suitable can- 
teen: labour and the whole problem of 
feeding, therefore, would suggest a 
close examination on the part of the 
architects, employers and the opera- 
tives to arrive at an acceptable stand- 
ard of food and price, and to provide 
a source of supply of equipment and 
personnel for those contractors who 
cannot continuously maintain their 
own at an economic level. 

It may well be that some central 
catering organisation which could be 
used by the industry at will, would be 
of assistance to the smaller and, pos- 
sibly in many cases, the larger con- 
tractors. 
~The provision of food which has 
presented many difficulties in war 
time, most of which can be overcome 
by intelligent handling of the food re- 
gulations, will presumably be less diffi- 
cult when the war is over, but like all 
catering problems management makes 
a very large amount of difference to the 
economic use of food and the amount 
of waste which is produced, and a good 
and efficient management can make 
the greatest possible use of the facili- 
ties which are available. 


Housing of ‘Workmen. 

_ In the housing of workmen on build- 
ing sites, special problems are created. 
Standard plans of canteens have been 
issued using temporary 18 ft. 6 in. hut- 
ting for various sizes of canteens. 

The dormitories must be maintained 
in a standard, state of order and clean- 
liness by the appointment of suitable 
welfare officers. 

If the men are housed on an isolated 
site where normal public amusements 
are. not available, it becomes essential 
to provide them with some recreation 
spacé, with the provision of wireless, 
darts, and other games ‘to prevent the 
men ‘from becoming tired and stale 
under the somewhat hard conditions 
of many building contracts. 
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Site Organisation. 

The study. of inclement weather 
should receive much more thought 
and consideration than hag been the 
case in the past.. There is no doubt 
that recent years have seen great ad- 
vance in the provision. of work under 
cover for wet days, and general im- 
provement ‘in the organisation of 
building works to eliminate as far as 
possible loss of time, and to maintain 
continuity or operations. There is, 
however, room for considerable addi- 
tional organisation in this connection, 
particularly on open sites. The pro- 
vision of satisfactory roads early in the 
contract so that the workers pass to 
and from their works with reasonable 
conditions under foot adds greatly to 
the psychological effect on the men and 
very largely removes the depression 
which necessarily results from an en- 
deavour to put up buildings which are 
constantly saturated with water or 
covered with mud. The provision of 
surface water drains, the early roofing 
of buildings, fixing of glass in windows 
so that the buildings are reasonably 
warm in wintry conditions; and the 
provision of heating often lead to in- 
creased output. It may well be that 
a properly balanced budget would show 
that the increased output, secured by 
good working conditions more than 
balances the increased expenditure 
which may be incurred in carrying out 
certain works early in the contract and 
allowing for maintenance and repair 
arid of adding roads and drainage 
merely for the purpose of securing 
speed and efficient output. 

Site organisation, therefore, is an 
achievement of importance in the 
economy in building which is undeni- 
able, and while in this connection the 
site amenities are stressed in connec- 
tion with welfare, this is only one as- 
pect of the site working although it 
may be an important one. 

The provision of artificial lighting 
was not sufficiently considered in pre- 
war work, and in many cases tempor- 
ary lighting in- winter months has 
added very greatly. to output on sites 
quite apart from the provision ren- 
dered necessary by black-out condi- 














STILL PROGRESSIVE- 






FOR 
BUILDINGS AND PUBLIC WORKS 
10th Edition (1943) 


BY 
B. PRICE DAVIES, F.S.1., F.R.1.B.A. 
(Four times Gold Medallist for Authorship) 
Revised, Extended and Up-to-date. 
For Estimating, Works Programmes, 
and Ordering Materials. 
Price 30/- Post Free. 
Specification for Houses. 
3rd Edition, 1938, with 137 diagrams 
Price 5/6 Post Free. 
Designing Houses with Economy and Effect. 
Prize Papers; 1937, 
Price 5/6. Post Free. 


THE BUILDING ESTIMATOR PUBLICATIONS, 
Westera Mall Buildings, St. Mary Street, CARDIFF. 











June 16 1944 


tions, and it may well be that in post- 
war building such artificial lighting 
would pay for itself. as a.result of the 
increased work which would be secured 
in the ‘first and last hours of many 
working days and on days which are 
dull, overcast or foggy. 


A Universal Standard. 

In arriving at a satisfactory stand- 
ard of welfare it is of the greatest im- 
portance that the standard adopted 
should be universal, and that men pass- 
ing from one contract to another 
should be sure of finding similar con- 
ditions oh every contract. 

The cost of welfare is ascertainable 
and therefore tends to be regarded 
with apprehension by architects and 
contractors. The saving in time, or the 
increased output of the men, and more 
especially the preventive nature of 
good welfare so far as sickness and 
absenteeism are concerned, are less 
easy to measure, and the difficult task 
is presented, therefore, of comparing an 
obvious tangible expenditure with a 
less obvious and less tangible produc- 
tion or avoidance of lost time and in- 
efficiency. 

With indeterminate factors of this 
kind, it may not be possible to strike 
a true balance and the result musi 
largely be left to judgment. Public 
opinion ig very strong, and it considers 
that men must be provided with good 
working conditions, and that they are 
an essential part of building contracts 
as of every other contract in the coun- 


try. 

In order that welfare might be placed 
upon an acceptable and standard level, 
it would seem desirable for the R.I.B.A. 
to call a meeting of its own members, 
of the building employers and of the 
operatives so that an agreed standard 
of welfare may be laid down for vari- 
ous types of sites; a standard which 
would be acceptable to all parties and 
which the architects are prepared to 
inform their clients should: be a proper 
charge on the cost of the contract. This 
standard should then be included as 
a contractual obligation in all contracts 
and thus any man entering the build- 
ing industry would know the standard 
of his working conditions he would en- 
counter and that standard would be 
maintained ‘at a proper and even level 
whether the employer was generous or 
parsimonious and irrespective of the 
views of individual architects and con- 
tractors. 


COMPETITION NEWS 


Golders Green: New Hospital Buildings. 

Tue Buildings and Estates Committee of 
the Manor House Hospital, Golders Green, 
London, N.W.11, invite architects to sub- 
mit, in competition, designs for a Women’s 
Section of the Hospital, to be erected on 
a site in North End-road, opposite the 
existing hospital buildings. 

Accommodation : (a) 72 beds; (b) Out- 
patients’ Department and Dispensary ; (c} 
Nursing and Domestic Staff. 

Premiums :, £500, £300 and £150. Last 
day for submitting designs ; October, 12, 
1944. Last day for questions: August 12, 
1944.. Assessor: Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, 
O.M., R.A. , 

Conditions of’ competition may be ob- 
tained on application towthe Secretary, 
The Manor House Hospital, Golders Green, 
London, N.W.11. Deposit £1. 














June 16 1944 


QUALITY CONTROL OF 
BUILDING PRODUCTS. 


FROM A CORRESPONDENT. 


Ir: is now clear that there will be a 
spate of mass production of building mate- 
rials and components for the post-war 
programme. In this productiqn work pre- 
cision will be of the utmost importance, 
for one of the advantages of prefabrica- 
tion is that it facilitates quick assembly by 
eliminating the need to cut materials to 
size on the site. 

Every effort ig being made by private 
enterprise and by the Ministry of Works 
to reduce building costs through increased 
speed and output, while improving 
standards of equipment and finish. The 
official approach to the problem has been 
made through the research programme 
organised by the Post-War Building 
Directorate. This programme has resulted 
so far in: Publication of six of the 
Post-War Building Studies; The work of 
the Standards Committee ; The work of the 
Codes of Practice Committee; The accept- 
ance by the Ministry of Works of the 
principle of prefabrication for. both per- 
manent and temporary building; The 
appointment of Dr. Stradling as Chief 
Scientific Adviser to the Ministry of 
Works. 

Recent scientific advances in the statisti- 
cal control of the quality of products are 
to be read in two publications of the 
British. Standards Institution — B.S. 
1008/42 and B.S. 600/R/42. The methods 
given in these publications have been 
worked out for mechanical engineering, 
which is normally a continuous process of 
production, rather than for budding mate- 
rials, which are mostly produced 
by the batch method. Nevertheless, 
a considerable amount of work has 
been done in the statistical control of 
quality of products produced in batches 
and successful experiments in testing the 
quality of, for example, consignments of 
steel and leather show that wherever 
quality can be measured in physical units 
some adaptation of the method can be 
applied with success. 

The advantages of the new method lie 
in greater reliability of.the product, that 
is, a smaller risk to the customer of accept- 
ing an unsatisfactory product, while at the 
same time cutting down the cost of in- 
spection. 

In the production of machine tool parts 
it was formerly customary to inspect every 
part produced—yet still defects appeared 
in consignments of parts. As soon as 
fatigue sets in the inspector is as subject 
to error as the machine worker. Recogni- 
tion of this fact led to the inclusion of 
clauses in contracts that a consignment 
should not contain more than a certain 
percentage of defective material. 

The application of the new process oi 
continuous small samples results in a large 
saving of inspection Jabour; it demands 
one skilled statistical worker with a few 
intelligent though unskilled assistance in 
place of a large number of inspectors 
which were formerly required. 

A further advantage to the . manufac- 


turer is that the process can be applied 


to: each stage of manufacture, so that he 
can forecast the moment when his product, 
is beginning to become defective, and 
apply the remedy before a costly batch of 
products becomes spoiled. 

The advantage to the consumer lies in 
the fact that a ready technique is avail- 
able to him for checking the reliability of 
the product. He is no longer dependent 
on the unsupported word of the salesman. 


Statisticians are developing a further 
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use of this system so that it will be possible 
to estimate the effect of a modification of 
the productive process on the quality of 
he Press, Part of the variation in the 
crushing strength of bricks and cement 
rises from the different temperatures in 
different parts of the kilns. A new system 
of draught might result in a _ greater 
equalisation of temperatures in the 


different areas of the kilns, and yet the - 


installation might be an expensive busi- 
ness. The manufacturer has to balance 
the extra cost against the greater quality 
of the product. ‘The chief question in his 
mind is therefore ‘‘How. much greater 
quality? ’’ The work done in this field 
go far indicates a range of possibilities in 
the scientific control of production. 


The new emergency factory-made house 
is a case in point. The need for speed in 
the production of these houses is evident, 
but it would be disastrous if the Ministry 
of Works were to ignore quality in the 
interests of speed. The new house is av 
alternative method of construction which 
will stand or fall on its merits as a cheap 
and reasonably durable form of construc- 
tion. It would be interesting to learn 
the extent to which the Ministry proposes 
to apply the new methods to the conteol 
of its quality.- 


THE “PORTAL”? HOUSE. 


L.C.C. HOUSING CHAIRMAN’S 
CRITICISMS. 

THat the “ Portal” Government steel 
prefabricated house would not pass the 
London Building Act by-laws was the 
opinion of Mr. C. W. Grsson, chairman 
of the L.C.C. Housing Committee speak- 
ing at a Buildin trades’ Federation 
Conference at the Holborn Hall, London, 
recently. He thought that the public 
argument about prefabricated houses 
must be allowed to result in lower 
standards of housing for the working 
class. Converted Nissen huts or steel 
shacks were not good enough, and the 
“Portal” house was a good example of 
the tendency to reduce standards of con- 
struction and appearance. It was ugly 
in design; every drop of rain would be 
heard on the roof; it would be hot in 
summer and very cold im winter; it 
had no back door; arid would be very 
oppressive to live in. 

Mr. Gibson concluded by expressing 
the belief that the building trade could 
produce permanent houses- quicky, if 
given a long-term programme and the 
guarantees which they had asked for. 
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REINFORCED CONCRETE 
STRUCTURES. 


M.0.W. POST-WAR BUILDING STUDY. 


Tae eighth of ‘the Post-War Building 
Studies* is about. reinforced concrete 
structures, and is the work of a Committee 
convened. by the Institution of Structural 
Engineers ‘‘to review the practice of re- 
inforced concrete construction in buildings, 
and to make recommendations which will 
ensure in the post-war period the greatest 
practical economies in material and the 
most rapid methods of construction.” 

Among the numerous recommendations. 
are some valuable pointers. The sugges- 
tion, for example, that a “ strength ”’ 
specification for concrete should be sub- 
stituted for the instructional specification. 
which is now almost universal, ig one 
which might usefully be followed up. 
Although there are serious difficulties im: 
the way, there is little doubt that a 
strength specification would provide an 
incentive to a more intensive study of 
concrete and its manufacture, and in due 
course result in marked economy. The 
training of engineers—supervisors as well 
as those in charge of construction on the: 
contractor’s behali—which the Committee- 
advocates, should go a long way towards. 
removing the difficulties. 

The question of concrete surface- 
finishes touched upon by the Committee is. 
also an important one, and a solution of 
the problems involved is one of the most 
urgent facing practitioners in reinforced 
concrete. Rather more than the drawing: 
up of recommendations would seem to be 
required; a great deal of research remains. 
to be- done, and work along these lines. 
cannot but be fruitful of economy. 

The Committee discussed at some length: 
the standardisation of concrete sections, 
and came somewhat surprisingly to the 
conclusion that such standardisation is un- 
desirable. While it will be generally 
agreed that any standardisation of design: 
is to be ‘deprecated, there would never- 
theless seem to be considerable scope for 
economy in the standardisation of the 
overall sizes of members. As the form- 
work represents the major item of cost in: 
a reinforced concrete structure it would 
seem to be the most likely field in which 
to seek economy, and a measure of 
standardisation in the sizes of members. 
in common use might lead to important. 
results, particularly. in view of the increas-. 
ing use of steel shuttering. The saving. 
of 10 per cent. of concrete which is re- 
commended is surely negligible in com- 
parison with that which would follow if 
the contractor could ‘keep, or hire, 
standard shutters and use them over and 
over again, instead of scrapping them at 
the end of each job. 

The Committee appears to have devoted 
much time and care to a consideration of 
the Code of Practice, but the suggested’ 
amendments. would have little effect on 
economy of material or, rapidity of con- 
struction. Its comments, wever, will 
no doubt be useful to the Code of Practice 
Committee which is now engaged upon its: 
revision. 


*H.M. Stationery Office. Price 6d. 





The Influence of Trade Associations. 


The current issue (No. 221) of “ Plan- 
ning’? contains one of the very few, 
accounts of trade associations as a whole 
to be published. in this.country. It shows 
how the number, membership and influ- 
ence of trade associations has been grow- 
ing. It deseribes shortly some of their 
main activities, ranging from. publicity 
campaigns ‘to* price regulation. The 
broadsheet is published by PEP, . from: 
16, Queen Anne’s-gate, S.W.1, 
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WEEK. INSPARLIAMENT.. 


The Barlow Report. 

DurinG the recent debate in the House 
of Commons on the loeation. of industry, 
Mr. Darton, the President of the Board 
of Trade, said that the Government 
accepted the majority of the recom- 
mendations of the Barlow Report. That 
report proposed the imposition of a ban 
on building in certain areas. The 
Government had powers to enforce that 
ban now, and they reserved the right to 
use those powers, after proper consulta- 
tion, by declining to give industrial build- 
ing permits in certain areas. Those in- 
dustrial building permits must continue 


for some time to come. It was idle to’ 


retend that this particular form of 
Eovernsent regulation could be swept 
away when Germany and Japan were 
defeated. For some time after the war 
building labour and materials would be 
in very short supply in relation to the 
immense demand there would be for new 
buildings of all kinds, and, therefore, it 
was essential that they should have a 
national plan and be able to determine 
priorities in regard to the use of buildin 
labour and materials in the nationa 
interest. 

All over the country there would be an 
urgent need for new houses. But in 
many parts of the country there would be 
no such urgent need for new industrial 
development, and the question to be 
asked was where, in what parts of the 
country, could we justify the use of some 
of our searce building labour and mate- 
rial for new industrial buildings. The 
answer to that was pretty clear. 
Generally speaking, we should, after the 
war, build factories only in regions where 


’ there were not enough factories to furnish 


employment for the population. In these 
regions they would build factories as well 
as houses, but, elsewhere, where there 
was sufficient factory accommodation to 
furnish employment for the population, 
there, surely, we should concentrate on 
the building of houses and not factories. 
In those areas where there was sufficient 
factory accommodation to employ the 
population, the problem would | to 
secure, as munition work fell off, that in 
those factories now built and alenety 
existing, there should be other wor. 

available. The problem there was not. to 
build new factories but to see that the 
existing factories were kept working at 
full capacity. 

The Barlow Report recommended the 
prohibition of new factory development 
in London. The Government did not 
accept that as it stood. They would con- 
sider each case on its merits, but London 
was not one of the areas where there was 
urgent need of factory development. 


Rural Housing. 

Mr. RostrRon DuckwortH asked the 
Minister of Health if he would give the 
names of the 14 separate Government 
Departments, bodies and persons who had 
to be considered before the sites were pur- 
chased for the building of war-time agri- 
cultural cottages. 

Mr. WILLINK said that owing to war- 
time conditions the authorities interested 
in the purchase of land for this scheme 
were the Minisiry of Health, the Dis- 
trict Valuer of ‘the’ Board’ of -Inland 
Revenue, the ‘Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning, the Ministry of Works, 
the three Service Departments, three 
Production Departments, the eee 
Home Security,--the--Ministry of ar 
Transport, the County Council, andthe 
County War Agricultural Executive Com- . 
mittee. In order to assist local authorities 
arrangements were, however, made for 
most of this consultation to be done by 
his. Regional Officers. A simplified pro- 
cedure had now been devised on the 
lines recommended by the Rural Hous- 
ing Sub-Committee of the M.o.H. Central 
Housing Advisory Committee. 

Str WiLt1aM Epce asked the Minister 
of Health if he could now state by coun- 
ties the inclusive cost of the 3,000 houses 
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allocated to rural workers; and the rents 
in each county at, which these houses 
had been, let.. 

Mr. WILLINK said the final costs were 
at present available for 64 parlour 
houses and 4 non-parlour houses. The 
inclusive costs and rents of these houses 
were shown in the following statement, 
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cost was £925 for rion-parlour ‘houses. and 
£1,010 for parlour houses. 


Electricity in New Houses. 

Str WALDRON SMITHERS asked the 
Minister of Fuel and Power why elec- 
tricity. for “all domestic purposes, and 
especially for the new houses was not 











- . 
No. of houses “Inclusive | 
County. for which final Type of houses, | cost Rent per week. 
costs available. | per house, 
ae | | 
| | 
Dorset 4... ---| Parlour ---| £1,177 ee | 10s, 4d. 
Durham 12... nah: bd :| £972 to £1,101. ;..| 6s, 9d. to 10s 
Hants N ae ee ah Biren -.| £7,0805°°<..3 | 14s, 2d. 
Herts : woah ag .| £1,104 | 10s. 
Kent 4%. ig ..| £1,009 | 8s, 2d. 
Norfolk 10... ia Pt on .| $982 ...| 98, 8d. 
Somerset 4., ...| Non-Parlour 821 wa ..-| 78. Od. 
ene ~~ : a ...! Parlour sad shpat bet tt ad 10s, 8d. to 12s. 6d. 
x, Wes 4 at a H ovat it ae 0 £1,075 ...| 10s. 3d. to 10s. 7d, 
Yorks, West Riding | 12 .. s “| £898 to £928 tf 8s. 6d. to 10s. 





Mr. GRANVILLE asked the Minister ot 
Health what progress had now been 
made with the promised 3,000 rural 
houses; and.if he could give the number 
completed for occupation. 

Mr. WILLINK said that approximately 
80 per cent. of the building work in- 
volved in the construction of the 2,838 
houses for which tenders had been 
approved had been done. 1,534 of those 
houses were completed and another 967 
were roofed-in or at a later stage. 

Mr. J. Grirritas asked the Minister 
of Health if he was aware of the con- 
cern felt among-local authorities inthe 
rural areas of. Wales at the prohibitive 
costs of constructing agricultural houses 
and complaints of prices being forced up 
by builders’ rings; how many houses had 
been built in Wales under this scheme; 
the average cost per house; and what 
steps he was taking to deal with the 
complaints made to his Department. 

Mr, WILLINK said he was aware of fhe 
concern felt about the high cost of house 
building at present, but no complaints of 
the nature indicated in the question -had 
been received by him. The last part of 
the question would not therefore arise. 
Sixty-six houses had been completed 
in Wales under the scheme. The final 
costs of these houses were not yet avail- 
able, but the average estimated all-in 
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being made available to all at reasonable, 
cost, 

Major Lioyp GEORGE said that elec- 
tricity charges in new houses could not 
be considered apart from charges to 
domestic consumers generally. Revision 
of such domestic tariffs raised very im- 
portant questions affecting the finances 
and organisation of the whole of the 
electricity supply industry and could 
only be undertaken as part of a re- 
organisation of the industry in the post- 
war period, The question how far such 
reorganisation was necessary was at pre- 
sent before the Government. 


Factory Built Houses and Bye-laws. 

Mr. Bossom. asked the . Minister of 
Health in the respects where the 
Government’s proposed factory-built bun- 
galow did not conform with his Depart- 
ment’s.model bye-laws or the seven build- 
ing Acts governing our large cities, what 
action he was taking to enable these and 
similar houses built by other than 
everniiens agencies to come within the 
aw. 

Miss HorssrvucH said that this was one 
of the many matters which was under 
consideration in connection with emer- 
gency factory made houses. 


DAMAGE TO WAR FACTORIES 


The attention of all member firms én- 
gaged in war production for the Ad- 
miralty, Ministry of Supply or Ministry 
of jAircraft ‘Production, is drawn to 
the necessity of the immediate reporting 
of damage arising from. enemy action, 
civil fire, explosion or accident, to the 
Local Reconstruction Panel of the Emer- 
gency Services Organisation. 

Panels, which exist in every individual 
area in Great Britain and Northern Ire- 
land, are able to render great assistance 
in facilitating the restoration of produc- 
tion. They are also the official channels 
for immediate report of damage to the 
appropriate Production Departments, to 
whom the earliest possible notification 
is’ imperative. 

Tf members are not acquainted ,with 
the address of their: appropriate panel, 
such information will be sent upon appli- 
cation to the Emergency Services. Organi- 
sation, Ministry of Aircraft Production. 
Millbank, London, S.W.1. 


Housing and the House of Commons. 

Speaking at a recent luncheon of the 
London Master Builders’ Association 
(No. 5 Area) at Putney, Mr. Hugh Lin- 
stead, M.P., said that the dominant 
question before the House of Commons 
to-day was the provision of houses for the 
people. How they were produced was, 
and must be, a subsidiary matter, but 
produced they must be. The building 
industry, organised as it was through the 
London Master Builders’ Association and 
the. National Federation, could make its 
views known in high quarters, and if it 
spoke with one voice that voice would be 
listened to. 
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RATES OF ‘WAGES IN. THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS AND FROM 8th APRIL, 1944 
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Nore.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all Towns and D 
Women’s Rates.—In all districts throughout the country the basic 
of a, probationary period of three months. 
1/23 per hour, and third month 1/44. per 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 


1 Plus 2d. per working day. 





t Plasterers 2/1}. 


During the 


J Tradesmien’s Labourers,1/7$ Navvies and General Labourers, -1/¢3. 
§ Joiners, Plumbers, Bricklayers, Tilers and Masons receive 2/- per week or 4d. per day Tool Money. { * 
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is first month 1/0} per 
n on ‘craft processes, 1/3 per hour. 


istricts (other than’ Birkenhead and Liverpool) receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 
rate of wages for women engaged on craft processes is 1/6} per hour after the, conclusion 
probationary period the rate of w 
hour. For all women carrying out. work other 


» second. month 


en 


errruesrrmeaesecas ae 
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THE BUILDER 


June 16 :944 


PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works at London stations, or site, in London area as stated. Prices 


for smaller quantities ex merchant's warehouse will of course be higher. 


Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at 


the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. The prices of soft woods are for cash on delivery. 


BRICKS; &c. tH 0: 

Filent Hae GOs, gyi ncceccccccccessts 416 0 
Second Hard Stocks .......seeeeeeeess 49 0 
Mile sib tndliiedadd se kheeentsksa 3:16 0 
Single wie Reams TOOEED: Sb occe ches her aiannaiel 3 04 : 
All loaded free into iorry at the works. .The question 


of haulage is still very difficult and ptices must be 
obtained from job to job. In addition, there will be 
the Levy under the Bricks (Charges) Order, 1942, of 


3s. per 1,000. Site in 
London London 

Rated Area, North 

2% in. Phorpres. Stations of Thames 


A discount of 6d. 1,000 only ner per 1,000 


monthly account. s. d. 
Prgesed} iin ss SiS i sc vecssead shies 58 4 68 3 
Keyed §.5 3505 10151. osecccnne aths O37 2:3 
Single Bullnose .......cccccccsers 78 3 88 3 
DUNO Tha Sado cbboks cmecmenpcand 78 3 88 3 
WRB ET ds cbt s4.0 bcc sinemnen'e ohitt 7 9 ‘ 88 By 

s. d. 

Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stns.) .. 1112 0 

Do. Bullnose canton. sive. Doisdends.yin 122 0 

Blue Wite Cuts (London Stns.) .......... 10 9 6 
Best Stourbridge oo pata ae Stns.) :— 

“4 5 e £ d. 

Mind... 80.10 O..3 in. os. tie ssene 0 


0 12 0 
GLazeD paces - Heat se, Add 124% to Prices. 
Best White Ivory D’ble Str’tch’rs ....38 10 0 
and Salt Glazed D’ble Headers -.. 35 10 0 
...«30 0 0 One side&two ends 4 10 0 
Headers........ = ae 10 0 ~~ — end 40 10 0 


gl ee £2 per 1,000 than best. Cream 
and buff, £2 extra over white. "— colours. Hard 
ee £5 10s. extra over white. 
App Lgvy ON Baicks, 3/— per 1,000 except Glazed 


Bricks. 
PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered London Area. 
12 miles radius Charing Cross. 
HoLitow CLay PARTITION BLOCKS. 
London : Brick Company. 


Minimum Lorry Loads. Keyed. s. d. 

2? per'yd) sup’120 yds... ....00. seddledissiee 2 8 
id ee = goto eo ee SeCEh BaGuRT S 211 
a ab Spee wcities wile SIMU ORE Sas 3 6 
evs e bE ENEL vn 40 


84 
Half blocks add 2s. per yard super to above prices. 
INKER CONCRETE. 


yd. 3 ae z per yd.sup. .. 2 6 
aah Sage oVbed 2:3 i Pots ee 6 
CRANHAM Tena CorTra. 
Sk 7 gata — Susans vies Cll bee 2 8 
MOD ADEOE ED ‘o. . 09 eoodie dh deUoCsUEL ae 2 11 
Size 12x9x3° ,, on AObNb ed Swes ie lsd a0 3 6 
Sind 12K SH we Cewek ecieweSiccce 40 
“KEYED Two SIDES. 

be Et 9 26 G2) 2 Oe STi... 3 6 
ae et to 2 81. 12 29? eMrwais.. 40 


Per yard super d/d. Free on site, Londo 
Plus 2d. for smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth 
both sides. 


INE. 

BatH Stone.—Delivered in railway trucks at 
WwW Park, Paddington,G.W.R., or 
South Lambeth, G.W.R.. per ft. cube ... 

Beer STONE— Bi 


s. 
3 
LOCK— 
Free on rail at Seaton Station per ft.cube 2 3 
free on rail Nine Eims,'S.R. _ ,, 3 
Selected approximate size one way, id. per 
cubic ft. extra, selected approximately 
three sizes or for special work, 3d. per 
cubic ft, extra. 
PoRTLAND STONE— 
Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 = 
ee, delivered in railway trucks a 
Station, C.W:R Rly., South Lambeth 
poe Re = Westbourne Park, 
per ft. cube 4 7 
Do. do. Renin oi ead waineek oxiauee 
PT Creer perft.cub. 4 7 
White basebed, 3d. per ft. cube extra. 
Note.—1d. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and 4d. beyond 30 ft. 
Hopton-Woop STone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, s. $ 
Random blocks from 10ft. apd over P. ft.cb. 13 





Sawt CWO SidES’. .. 0c ce cc ccccccees 26 11 
Sawn three or four sides ~-. 3111 
York Srone, tue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
30 ft. super) ......... .-. per ft. super 5 6 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto as 6 3 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 
A BASSE PT eee od 27 
2 in. to 24 in, sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) (paving) . 1 t 
aie to 2in. ditto .......... eas 1 4 
Harp Yorx— 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
Scrappled random blocks .. per ft. cube, 6 10 
6 in, sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
40 DEE), accccnsccs . per ft. super 5 7h 
6 in. robbed two two sides, ditto td 6 9 
$ & Shon tab cites date random 
—s cndedeseds eed sated a 
ditto ...... 2 8 
Be ihe) candoes Onin. peryd. super 8 9 





CAST STONE. 


Delivered in London area in full van loads, per ¢:. 
cube : Plain, 7s, 6d. Moulded, 8s. 6d. 
Small secuon cills and copings,; Ils. 


SAND. 
Thames Ballast ...... lls. 6d. per yd. 
Pit Ballast ..... deh « 10s. Od. ,, ,, delivered 
t Sand ....... eevee > “ar” Rete 2 miles 
W. Send... weve O35, 08. oui radius 
in. Shingle ...... 10s. 6d. ,, » Padding- 
in. Broken Brick re heres ton. 
Pan ‘Breeze........+% 10s, Od. .. 
CEMENT. 


Best British Portland Cement. 
tion, delivered London area. 
6 ton loads and upwards site ... 


Standard er 
. per ton 2 11 
214 


LeO RING certs etes 2 tomar cestee 0 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80-ton lots ........ 28 6 
“ Ferrocrete ” Rapid Hardening Cement— 

6 ton loads and upwards site ............ 217. 0 
FQ0:G CONS MGs yates bees ck ggecccdpe 300 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80-ton lots ........ 214 6 


** Aquacrete ” Water Repellent, “ Blue Circle” 

cement, 30s. per ton on ordinary “ Blue 

Circle” prices. 
“ Colorcrete ’”’ Nos.1 and 2. Coloured rapid 

Hardening Portland Cement in6ton lots. 411i 0 
“ Colorcrete ” not rapid hardening, accord- 

to colour, from £7 to £15 10s. per ton. 
“ Snowerete ” White Portland Cement (in 

free paper bags) 
Under one ton .. 
“417” Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 

Delivered Site London Area in 6 tons lots 

ONG MPWREER. a Cesc cee ss He sdbag et wanes 3 41. .0 

Plus packages at current prices. 

Super Cement Pion aA gle Log extra. 4 1 0 

Nore.—Jute sacks charged at 35s. 6d. nett per ton 
(20 sacks) for quantities of or exceeding one ton. 

Less than one ton Is. 94d, nett each. 

Credit 1s. 6d. nett a when returnei in good con- 


| dition within two a 


£ £ s.d. 
Roman Cement 8 10 ‘en ‘Keene’ sCement,White 70 0 
Parian Cement 7 0:0 Pink 6 10 0 


Cementone Colours for cement according to tints, per 
cwt. from £3 5s. Od. 


SLATES. 


First quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, 
carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate ee 
£ d. 


Per 1,000 onsen £8. ie 
24 by 12 45 5 @ 18by 10 24 *o 6 
22 by 12 37 17 6 18bv9 2213 0 
22by il .... 34 2 6 16 by 10 2110 6 
ae by 12... 0, 83 OO OFS. cee 16 12 6 
2by10 .... 30 5 0 











Having Secured 
the Contract— 

what about the 

Steel Scaffolding ? 
TUBULAR 


SCAFFOLDING 





For the lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 











Above prices for 4-ton loads and over London Area. 
Best Ground Blue Grey Stone —_ ke eee 
Lias Lime .. 3 6 Chalk Lime.... 3 b 0 
Granite Chippings 2 0 0 Hair per cwt. wo 1S. 0 
Note.—Sacks are charged 1s, 9d.-each, and cones 
ls. 6d. if returned in good condition within three 
months, carriage paid. 
Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags, £2 12s. 6d. 
6-ton lots at railway depot. 


TILES. 


Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 
of not less than 6 tons . 


Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or 
Staffordshire district 9 
Ditto hand-made ditto ......... soa, 1 1D 

Ornamental ditto ..........-seeceees 8 SFG 

Hip and valley tiles—Hand-made ...... 16 4 
(per dozen) —Machine-made ...- 15 7 


. HARD WOOD. 


1 INCH AND UP THICK. 
Average price for prime quality 
Ss. 


bee 
Dry English Wainscot Billets .... 16 0 to 
Dry Slavonian Billet Wainscot .. 17 0 to 
Dry Cuba Mahogany logs ...... 21. 0 to 
Square-edged Honduras Mahogany Pacepe 
Log Cut Honduras Mahogany . 
American Figured Oak 
American Plain Oak...... 
Jap, Figured Oak . 
Jap, Plain Oak ... 
WS o.cddiy abj0.ou.r.0's.0 ten to ¥ 00 veces 


American Whitewood ....... a iatroteeadhesh a os 
African Whitewood ..........cceccccee. ooo 
African Mahogany .....1....eeceees oueee 
Australian Walnut ......-...sceeeeees ves 
Australian Silky Oak .........00eececeece 
Best SOMA GINO. |. oc cegb sBeccweees percwt. 5 

igi BIUB. cain Fan cic ccedpevcece per gallon 1 

SOFT WOOD. 
MERCHANTABLE British COLUMBIAN PrNe. 
Minimum. Pate 
Scantlings in imported sizes £s. d. d, 
2in. by 3in, to4in. byitin. 47 0 0 58 *o 0 
PLANED BOARDS. 
Prime CLEAR BRITISH 


oer eweeeresesees 


q 
#3 


A StH Fae She be 
- 











WNWNIALOSS: 


yt eet yt 
as 
concoooanaacaoaneceo:: 


NONWOHKONUN 


1 in. by 11 in 0 
1 in, by 9 in. Per squa 


1 in. plain edge flooring ..... eeddédéccdcocee 
1} in. ditto 
1 in. tongued and grooved ......... ecccese 
OF Be. Tees ons's aonase's chbieecicnee¢ eeccece 

MATCHING.” 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
vers ee 


S.D. Brscocxs CRUTCH rg For [RON 


tym 51/- doz. 
Towet Be Cocks wcll pe 


+ in 2 in 
0/- 72) per doz. 
S.D. 4 Cocks For IRON, 
in. 2 in. 1.e. 1}in. 2 in. 
“ra o/- $e 209/— 281/— 456/— per doz. 
S.D.S. Cocks wiTH Two beg = LgaD. 
4in. Zin. 1 in. At om 1 
45/- Lent RB at 2 Ate 372/- ar bat) per doz. 


4 in. ain. pi ge 1} in. fie Hpi Dik 
5/6 6/8 I1/- 24/- /- 56/- per doz. 
va 
3 in. ; in. 1 it in. in. 
2/—- 115/- 144/- 288/- 384 — per doz. 
‘APS AND SCREWS. ; 
LS Pry sh. 2‘n. 2:28 4 in. 
14/— 18/6 25/9 45/3 /9° 71/6 per doz. 
Brass SLEEVES. 
is Pte 3 in. + J a 4 in. 
10/9 13/6 25/- 37/- 46/— per doz. 
D TRAPS WITH Screws. 
JEX6 Ibs 14 pn aK x 7 Ibs. 3 x pA anf 


L:ad P. 26/- i len 
Lad S.  34/- 41/- o/- 115/- per 


So_pEeR.—Piumbers’, 1/7. Tinmen’s, 2/1. Blows pipe 
2/6 per Ib. 


* The information given on this page has been 
BUILDER, 





specially compiled for THE and is copyright. 
The aim. in this list is to give, as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, not the highest 


or lowest. oatick eo bree Aw affect 
*Prices 





to 24 per cent. cash discount. 


PLASTER, 
Cc Pink.. 4 5 % Sitapite, Coa: 4 ii % 
‘oarse, Pin ite, rse 
»  White., 410 0 ts Finish 4 19 6 
PIOUCOT..... 00s Hs ey ae 
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Galv, 
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over. 
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June 16 1944 


PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
See Note at top of preceding page. 





WRrouGHT ote G AND APinticas 

Deliveries from works. 

Deliveries from London stock further 24% gross. 
we ps 


ve "ye igor v/e is 


Light weight ...... Siz " Si 57 
Heavy weight ~. “4 Ee 41 i 
Galv, lightweight .. ~ —_ 30 

Galv. agent be 20 30 


30 
Tubes and tubulars aan re inclusive, charged extra 
of 5% less ss. 


gro 

Fittings. Figs. 25/34 5% less gross discount. 

Terms.—Nett cash end of mopth following date of 
invoice. Carriage paid on lots of £10 nett value and 
over. 

C.I. Havr-Rounp Gurrers—London Prices ex 
Works, per yd. in 6 ft. lengths, Stop 

. Gutters. Nozzles. ends. 
3 Te "ss caepteuisin's ough cuerine 1/53 1/24 
SPM hc ce ve dadsecansanne 1/7 1/4 
: i ees scec ccs eeheal ne : te og. 

MS Woe cewévaccceetecs 
SES sal geevbeodenct ieee d 2/04 2/0 9d. 
3i Toe 1 

Tet aeeieteadelds ee epae’ 1/74 + 5d. 
SOR, ih esscsgltaee 2/1 1/74 d. 
4M OR Cl gt seca e 2/1 /84 Tad. 
Mas. BERS oe ese need 2/2: 1/114 = 83d. 
SPUD, SEES ise sees 2/82 2/3 103d. 

WATER PIPES. 

Per yd. in 6 tts. ipe. Bends. Branches 

; Stock angles. 
SOR We evesnewiteehs 2/22 1/53 2/2 
2y iM. .ccccccececccccee 2/34 1/84 2/74 
: = dsebads de teanahoa 734 ee 3/4 

Mle ienayh seth o dens cutee 
4s. saadhe damndiles anata 3/8 3/04 


4/5 
NETT __s~PRICES. 
Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 


2-ton lots, 2 
L.C.C. Coatrp Som speratiy + Prices, ex Stock. 


_ Per.yd, in 6 fts, . Branches 
2, cacesacccwntegansy 3/94 eyiry 3/2 
Zh ID. rcyovcccceaca consen Sn ath 3/114 
SUM. udsshian halen oai dos 4/9 3/2 4/ 
5 Bilarsccanecbetneiksduie sat YN es 
L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN 
cwt. qr. Ibs. per yard. Bends. Branches. 
in 9 fts. 
3 in. ak ae | ST ee 6/0 7/3 11/6 
4m. ot SP pret: b> 8/7 8/2 14/5 
5 in. i 2 Muu..2 10/7. 14/9 22/3 
6 Rb MOO. Hic sos ove 12/9 17/0 29/8 
Gaskin, 75/- per cwt 
Per ton basis 
in London. 
d £s. d. 
frRon.—Staffordshire Crown, Merchant 
QODUR Na 50.05.02. 6.05 wafers BU bids'e hp dee 7 6 
Iron.—Staffordshire Marked Bars ...... 19 7 6 
MIN BINED « Wasicncilguicca gu cesierd oo 19 a : 
EE eS aT 


21 
Ex Merchant’s pg 
Psa ton (two-ton lots). 
be Steel Sheets, C.R. and C.A 








6 
6 
2517 6 

Galvanised Corrugated Sheets, 6 ft. to 9 aes 
20 gauge .. 27 0 
oe — 0 
0 

Galvanised Flat Sheets, C.R. and C.. 
20 gauge 0 
24 gauge 0 
gauge 0 
Cut Nails, 3 in. and up ..ccccccccisccece 28 10 0 
ALL Nett. 

MeTAL - WINDOWS.—Standard sizes, suitable for 


complete houses, including all fittings, painting two 

coats, and delivery to job, average price about 2s. 4d. 

to d. per foot super. 
a 


THE BUILDER 








Grade Classification A 
Craftsmen ........ 2/04 20. 
Labourers ..... ‘i 1/7 1 /63 
Aberdeen ........ A Dumfriessh: Are 
Ayrshire ....... Sic Dundee mee = 
afea idea B Dunoon 
Sienys A2 East Fife 
Brae of en oA East Lothian 
Broughty Ferry |. A Edinburgh 
Clackmannanshire. A Fifeshire 
Se ll, pais A Forfarshire 
Dunblane ........ A Glasgow 
mshire ..A Greenock 
Needs Al Hamilton 
*This town has its own rates : 


The information given in this table is copyright. 








but 1/11 is paid owing to the scarcity at Present ; 
Rates of wages 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES: IN “SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.CY from 
endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but i" cannot be ySmmart for errors Se 


1. Every 
may occur. 
mir ne iM aH 
1 (6% 1/6 1/54" 1 (St 
Inverness... ..... in? i 








est Lothian 
Masons, 1/94; Carpenters, 1/94 ; Slaters, seo 1/10; 1) aed 


and Laboure: 
and Wales a 


in England are givea.on page 499. 








VARNISHES, &c. 


Per gallon. 

£s. d. 

Oak . Varied 6. 45.0000beececes Outside 016 0 
Fine do. Wales bu basvwsens a 018 0 
PONG Cs ttcnidaesdunuckhaeds me 100 
PM aad’ > 4 viva é nen cone ee 120 
Pale Chsrings ooo) oc cones * 160 
a Sy” i Re oe ra 114 0 
Floor Varnish ..............6. Inside 1 0 0 
Fine Pale Paper ......cccccees a 100 
re Copal ee ce cepecesere % 140 
ine * eapep pie: . ee 1.2. @ 
Hard Drying Oak ............ a 100 
Fine Hard Drying Oak .......: ‘a 11 6 
Fine Copal Varnish......... ae io idi6 
He GRE CH ches Vecdésiiable ae 114 0 
Wess fi veckdl obec town nce ies 1 46 

Best Japan “Gold MN ane anode - 114 6 
eR A A ie 012 0 
Oak and +“ y Stain (water)........ 014 0 
BranswWicks 'BIMGK 6.5500. iscidecbiccece 09 6 
Berlin Black Sdhwush dab dude bakes ded se b> 016 0 
Knotting GOMES = 2 bbsc covpens duacpones 017 0 
French and Brush Polish........:......+ 014 0 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene .............. 011 0 


LEAD, &c. 


(Delivered in London.) 
Leap. .—Sheet, 2 ae. 4 Ib. and up 
oo te 
Qs weds Keio. cotiyied che 
Compo, pipe . 
Nors.—Country delivery, 20/- per ton extra, lots 
under 3 cwt. 4/- per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
under 5 cwt., 2/6 per cwt. extra. Cut to sizes, 4/- per 
cwt. extra. 
be ee ex London a 


ee eeeeeccces 


"Latent Hoot 
GLAZ! pal 


The f 
Hall Mark 





en pais 00 











Gir. 
Craftsmanship 


Actual manufacturers 
of patent. glazing. 
Lantern and. Skylights, 
Metal Windows, etc. 


AYGEE L?. 


Metal Wiadew Manufacturers, 
Light Steel Coastructional Engineers. 
100 WESTMINSTER BRIDGE RD., S.E.1 





R Linseed Oil (5 lis. ve 07% 
aw Lin i # pt 

Boiled Linseed Oil (5 galls.) oe Sapa 07 4 

<r. Cabend Cee White Lead, ars 
al taka dnd oP aiean ht chad eu © 3 

Genuine \ White Lead Paint, 14-Ib, tins free,, 16 6 
4 

Genuine Rad Lead oe Cea hes epee > 2.18 6 

Linseed Oil Putty (Kegs extra volt Soh de Sse 

Utility Patty (Packages returnable) » 1.3.9 

ize, XD quality ....ecsseee fkn. 049 


Turpentine substitute can be obtained and prices 
vary according to quality from 3/8 gallon upwards. 


2 Ring: Waterloo 6314, 
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NEW BUILDINGS 


BLANTYRE.—Miners’ Welfare Commission, 
46, Carlton-pl., Glasgow, to carry out exten- 
sions at the Institute and new storage build- 
ing 

GALDERBANK.—Plans prepared for altera- 
tions and extensions. at garage, for which the 
architects are Motherwell, McMurdo and 
McGregor, 10, Bank-st., Airdrie. ; 

COVINGTON.—Plans in hand for housing 
scheme, for which the architect is William Watt, 
Albert-st., Motherwell. 

DRUMSYRE.—Plans prepared for reconstruc- 
tion, alterations and additions to houses at 
Westhall, for which the architects are Cowie & 
Miller, 45, Cleland-rd., Wishaw. 

ELGIN.—Department of Health approved 
plans for housing site at Pansport. 

GLASGOW.—Plans prepared for alterations 
and additions for the Soho Trust, Ltd., Bir- 
mingham, for which the architect is M, L. 
Hendry, 18, Edmiston-dr., -Glasgow. 

LESMAHAGOW.—Plans prepared for farm 
buildings at North Cumberhead farm, for which 
the architect is W. Dodds Bertram, Turfholm, 
Lesmahagow, 

STORNOWAY.—T.C. proceeding with erection 
of 38 houses at Macaulay.srd. Plans by Thomas 
O. W. Gratton, 216, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 








GLASS. 
SHEET. GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY 

CUT SIZES. 

ie tic 

Re ee eee écadnabbanaite Svandupealaae 
24 oz. Clear or “R”™ quality.............2200: bs) 
yt LeisdZadclccaqeie este hivweideee 6k 
S52 OE Libis io Thos clb Upc aidadiicce delipudane a’ « & 










Per ft. 

eS 

10 

6 

oF 

0 

0 9 

oa 

B23 

“VITA” GLASS. Per ft. 

“ Vita ” Plate Glass, about sy in. thick— s. d. 

RE. pa ORE 5 0 

Over'7 ft. supe® so. 20's e ee 76 

« vita” Sheet Glass, about 18/20 oz. 2 0 

Cathpteet “ Vita 

4 in. 20 

% in. 3 0 

% in. Georgian Wired “Vita * Giass | oo a 

GLASS BRICKS. 8,4, 

PB, 1—8 in.x4fin.x3$in...... 2 9 each nett 
P.B. 2—5}in.x5¢in.X3¢in. ....°52 6 ,, 
PB. 3—73 in.x72in.x3$in. .... 3 6 “ 
P.B. 32—72 in. X72 in.x3¢in. .... 3 6° ,, 

Radiused Corner to }, i 








| 
| 
i 
I 


i 
; 
? 
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SOME PROBLEMS OF THE 


INDUSTRY, 
L.M.B.A. SOUTH-WESTERN AREA 
MEETING. 


Many matters of current building in- 
terest were touched upon at the second 
annual general meeting and luncheon of 
the South-Western Area of London Master 
Builders’ Association held at Wimbledon 
Hall Hotel: on..Tuesday, May 23. Mk. 
A. J. CHapman, J.P., Immediate, Past 
Chairman of the Southern Area, propos- 
ing the toast of “ Our Guests,” said that 
as an industry they should tackle the 
housing problem now, and see if by 
organisation and up-to-date methods and 
machinery, houses could not be produced 
at a rate which would satisfy the com- 
munity. If this was done, there would 
not be the necessity to cover vast tracts 
of the country withtemporary buildings. 
They .were told that building costs were 
too high. They would continue to be so 
long as the industry was fettered by 
statutory rules and orders, and amend- 
ment of these orders. If they could get 
rid of controls, the Essential Works 
Order, and get back to reasonable condi- 
tions of work, they would find building 
costs would drop and drop rapidly. 

Mr. T. Wesster, A.M.I.C.E., Borough 
Engineer of Wimbledon, responding, said 
he had discovered during the last few 
months that the instructions and guid- 
ance issued from the different Govern- 
ment Departments did not always coin- 
cide, and that those issued to the builders 
were not always in conformity with the 
information received by the municipal 
engineer. The result conduced to initial 
misunderstandings, which were not easy 
to remove. 

As to housing, it was not a pleasant 
thing to contemplate a large number of 
empty houses which needed repair, and 
a large number of families begging and 
praying to go into them. It seemed 
absurd that there should be houses 75 
per cent. fit for occupation and that the 
completion of repairs should be delayed 
because people were thinking of new 
ones. The repair of existing houses 
should be given: priority of labour and 
materials which. would be effective in 
producing these repairs in a very short 
time. 

The reduction in the output of labour 
was also a matier of yery serious concern. 


- Before the war the output for ordinary 


straight walling would be something like 
850 to 1,000 bricks a day. It was now 
something ‘like 350, This was one of the 
vital things which had to be corrected 
before. they could make the necessary 
progress. 


War Damage Payments. 

Mr. W. J. Lacey, the vice-chairman, re- 
ferred to the “ever-present difficulty of 
bomb damage repairs”’ owing to the in- 
toupee which the surveyor or the 
auditor of the council or the Government 
auditors place upon the Ministry of 
Home Security Prime Cost. Contract. 


There was also a divergence of Opinion . 


amongst the assessors on the War 
Damage Commission. . Some allowed a 
percentage to be added to the cost and 
another assessor would disallow it. There 
was an extraordinary anomaly between 
the fee allowed on bomb damage repair 
work carried out by the local authorities, 
who acted as agents for the War. Damage 
Commission, and work carried out for 
private Pecemns which would be settled 
by the Assessor of War Damage. A de- 
putation went up to Mr. Harland to dis- 
cuss the matter. The points which arose 
from the deputation were as follow: (1) 
That an endeavour should be made to get 
a revised form of prime cost contract for 
first-aid repair, with special reference to 
work under £100; (2) that where a mem- 
ber had a difficulty with a local authority, 
a representative’ from the Association 
should be empowered to negotiate the 
same, or, alternatively, the committee 
might appoint a member to interview the 
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Council; (3) that a copy of the contract 
be issued the Association giving mem- 
bers clearly the :percentages they were 
entitled to. under the various contract 
forms for different types of work. He 
was sure if they had something like that 
a lot of their troubles would disappear. 


Apprenticeship in the Industry. 

Masor L. SHINGLETON, O.B.E., chairman 
of the Apprenticeship Committee of the 
L.M.B.A., gave an address on “ Appren- 
ticeship and the Building Industry.” One 
of the principal points of the scheme now 
adopted, he.said, was that an apprentice 
could be transferred from one employer 
to another, and was really apprenticed 
to the industry rather than to an em- 
ployer. ,» Working conditions and wages 
for apprentices throughout the country 
were settled by the scheme and a 
National Joint Apprenticeship Board had 
been formed to regularise apprentice- 
ships throughout the country. A joint 
representative committee had powers to 
deal with all matters of apprenticeship. 

In the past there had been a great 
number of unindentured apprentices in 
London. For many reasons, it was abso- 
lutely vital all apprentices should be in- 
dentured, and the Government had de- 
cided that every apprentice must be re- 
gistered. At the end of his time he would 
receive a certificate signed by his em- 
ployer, the Chairman. of the Joint 
Apprenticeshi Committee, and _ the 
Registrar of the Ministry of Works, certi- 
fying that he had served his time. That 
would be his ticket enabling him to go 
into the trade as a first-class craftsman. 
Therefore, it behoved employers to have 
indentured apprentices in every case, and 
no unindentured apprentices or learners. 

The National Joint Council had come to 
an agreement that as a war measure only 
juvenile labourers might come into the 
indusjry, and very unfortunately had 
agreed to pay them higher wages than 
epprentices, He begged them to do all 
they could to encourage the apprentice- 
ship system and to give boys a chance to 
learn their craft, but not as juvenile 
labourers, where they would be at a dead 
end and never get any further. They 
were able to look forward as a result of 
the Apprenticeship Scheme to something 
like 20,000 sbeeesiiess, who would be 
wanted after the war. Unless they had 
proper apprentices and not juvenile 
labourers, they were not going to help the 
industry very much. 

Boys were leaving school at 14 and 14 
plus, but an apprentice could not start 
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till he was 15. They had discussed the 
matter with the operatives and come to. 
an arrangement that from 144 they 
would receive the first year wages as an 
apprentice. When the school age was 
raised to 15 and 16, they would benefit 
because they would get a better class of 
boys who had had more technical train- 
ing. Every apprentice had to have one 
or two afternoons a week at the Technical 
College. It was an obligation on the 
employer. 

Mr. L. Scorr WuHite, Assistant Director 
of Emergency Works at the Ministry of 
Works, spoke on “ Grouping for First-aid 
Repairs and How it Should Operate.” 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


The Editor welcomes authentic information for this 

section from architects, surveyors or contractors.. 

Items should reach 4, Catherine-street, Aldwych, 
W.C.2, not later than Tuesday morning. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues, Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JUNE 20. 

tCroydon T.C.—Erection of canteen kitchen 
building, forming an extension at Selhurst 
Grammar School for Boys. Ed. Officer, 
Katharine-st. Dep, £1. Tenders by July 6. 

Heston and Isleworth T.C.—Repair and re- 
conditioning of 49 and 90, Wesley-ave., Houns- 
low. B.E. and §,, Dep. £1 1s. 

“ JUNE 26. 

Grimsby P.A.C.—Extensions to nurses’ 
quarters at Scarthoe-rd. Infirmary, J. V. Old- 
field, B.E. and 8. Dep. £2. 

JULY 3. 

Kirkcaldy T.C.—Erection of 20 houses at 
Havfield East housing site. Burgh E. 

Redditch U.D.C.—Completion of 46 houses at 
Batcniey estate. E. Buckley; P.A.8.1.,. BE. and 
8., Couneil House. Dep. £5. 

Walsall T.C.—Completion of 10 houses at 
Warner-rd., Coalpool. B.S. Dep. £3 3s. 


JULY 10. 

Isle of Wight E.C.—Adaptations at Osborne- 
vd. School, East Cowes. 8. Gregson, County 
Architect, County Hall, Newport. Dep. £1 1s. 

NO DATE. 

Harwich T.C.—Erection of sub-station. B.S. 

Dep. £2 2s. ; 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, ETC. 


JUNE 20. 
tNotts ©.C.—Painting work (1) Carlton 
School Clinic (exterior); (2) Hopewell Hall 
Special School (interior). County Architect, 
Shire Hall. Nottingham. Dep. £1 1s. 


JUNE 23. 
Beds C.C.—Partial internal renovation and 
external painting at ‘‘ Cedars” School, Luton. . 
County Architectural’ Dept., Shire Hall, Bedford. 


Dep. £1 Is. 
JUNE 24, 


Bournemouth T.C.—Internal redecorations at 
various schools. B.E. and Architect. : 

Shrewsbury.—External painting and_internal 
redecoration work at County Council Hospital. 
A. Chant, County Architect, 5, Belmont, 
Shrewsbury. 


JUNE 26, 
Acton T.C.—External painting of houses and 
flats. B.E. 
“Romford B.C.—External painting of 125 houses. 
B.E. and 8. Dep. £1 1s, 
JUNE 30. 

Cheltenham E.C.—Redecoration at elementary 

schools. L. Mallinson, D. of E Municipal 


Offices. 
q NO DATE. 

West Riding €.C.—Painting work at schools 
at Crigglestone. Divisional Officer for Ed., (12), 
8. St. John’s North. Wakefield, 

West Riding C.C.—Renovations at Heckmond- 
wike Battye-st.. Modern, and Victoria-st., and 
Mirfield Knowle schools. Div. Officer for Edu- 
cation, (12). 8. St. John’s North, Wakefield. 

West Riding C.C.—Painting, etc.. of schools 
at Ripon, ete. A, Adcock, Div. Officer for Ed.. 
106, Station Parade. Harrogate. 


ROAD, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JUNE 21. 
tikeston T.C.—A eparation of build- 


: dvance pri 
ing sites. A. O. Marshall, M.Inst., M.&Cy.E., 
B.E. and §, Dep. £2 2s. 
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JUNE 26: 

Marlow U.D,C.—Extension ‘pf Seymour Park- 

rd. C. Kelvin Smith. 8.° Dep?’22 2s 
JUNE 27." 

Malmésbury ‘R.D.C. —Construttion of 3” in. 
digv,asbestos. cement...mains, .pumphouse, . pra- 
visian /of Steel: pressure tank and incidental 
works. R, - oes 10, High-st., Malmesbury, 
Wilts. Dep..£ 

19g 2. 

isle of Ely C.C.—Construction of new concrete 
road and other works. County»S., County Hall. 
March. 

NO D 


Cheltenham R. D.C.—Supply and laying of 
about 1,800 lin. yds. of 3 in. dia. spun-iron 
mains, complete with specials, fittings, ete. 
Names to J. H. Haiste, M-Inst.C.E., 22, Queen. 
8q., Woodhouse-la., Leeds, 2. 

Cheltenham R.D.C.—Supply and laying. of 
about 2,300 lin. yds. of 4.in. dia.. spun-iron 
mains, —— with specials, rae ete. 


Names to Rossor, A.R.San.I 14, 
Imperial-sq. 
PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


JUNE 21 

Bradford.—Temporary Architectural Assist- 
ants. £375, plus £45 a. war bonus. Apalice 
tions, quoting E.A. %9 KA, to Minis ry uw 
Labour and National Service, Room 432, 
Alexandra House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2. 

JUNE 23. 

Ham C.B. — Temporary Assistant 
£400, plus £49 10s. 9d. war 
Town Hall, West 


West 
Ruilding Surveyor. 
bonus. Forms from B. §&., 
iam, E.15. 

JUNE, 24, 


Manchester 1.C.—Temporary . Architectural 

Assistants. Director of Housing, Town Hall. 
JUNE 28, 

Cheshire Joint. Sanatorium Board.—Clerk of 
Works to superintend erection of extensions at 
Burntwood Sanatorium. £8 p.w. Forms from 
G. C. Scrimgeour, Clerk to the Board, 
John’s House, re 

: Ju 30. 
_ Belfast Education Authority.—Head of Build- 
ing Trades Department at College of Tech- 
nology. #2£600-£25-£700 or £800, Application 
form from J. Stuart Hawnt, D. of E., Educa- 
tion .Office, College of Technology, Belfast. 
JULY 


3. 
*Cheltenham.—Assistant in Building Dept. 


Forms and particulars from. The Registrar, 
North | Gloucestershire © Technical ollege, 
Cheltenham. 

*Easthourne C.B.—Senior Assistant Architect. 
F. ‘H. Busby, T.C. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Aintree.—Lancashire E.C. propose extensions 
to existing school premises for additional 
accommodation: 

Ashton-under-Lyne. — Licensing Justices 
approved plans for structural alterations and 
additional herd accommodation at ‘“ Old 

st 

Bakewell.—Over | Haddon Parish Council 
Building Committee propose parish hall. 

Brighouse.—T.C. propose: Construction of 
sapitary conveniences at rear of “‘ Black Bull” 
hotel, Briggate; adaptation. of portion of 
Waring Green premises for Youth Centre. 

Burton-on-Trent.—E.C. propose six new 
schools on selected sites. 

Cheadle Hulme.—Manchester Warehousemen 
and Clerks’ Orphan Schools Board of Manage- 
ment, 24, Mosley-st., Manchester 2, propose 
erection of prefabricated buildings as exten- 
sions to orphan schools 

ter—E.C. propose junior _ technical 
college — Queen’s Park.—C. of E. Authorities 
propose girls’ school at. Eaton-rd.—R.C. Authori- 
ties propose Catholic schools off Wrexham-rd. 

Chesterfield.—Tennant Bros., Ltd., Bridge- 
st., “Sheffield 3, propose rebuilding ** Devon- 
shire Arms ” hotel, on new site. 

Chesterfield.—Vicar and Churchwardens of 
Parish Church propose improvements to build- 
ings and tower, at £3, 

Darley Dale.—Branch of British Legion 
1 the -Committee pronose memorial hall, at 


2,500. 
Filey.—U.D.C. propose adaptation of Cottage 
estate for provision of offices. 
ebburn.—Handicraft centre at New Town 

school to be restored. Plans by J. Dibble, 8. 

Hinckley.—Rev. G. E. Turner and Mana ers 
of St, Mary’s Stew Church propose rebuilding 
Church schools, at £30, 

Horsforth. tie Laundry Co., Ltd., propose 


erection of carpet cleaning works, garages. 
petroleum filling station, offices, etc. 
Hull.—T.C. propose community centre at 


Bilton Grange housing estate 

Keighley.—E.C, propose extensions to build- 
ings at electricity works, at £7,265. 

Lancaster.—Lancashire P.A.C. propose sani- 
poy 4 annexe to Parkside Institution, Lancaster, 
at £485. 

Leigh.—Lancashire P.A.C. propose adapta- 
by at female casual block at institution, at 
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Manchester.—-M.H. approved plans for com- 
“Tee of 158 further flats at Miles Platting, for 


Manchester.—E.C. approved erection of build- 
ings for accommodation of school A.T.:C.) at 
North Manchester High sehool for Boys; and 
at Didsbury Central school for Boys. 

Mansfield.—E.C. propose improvements at 
Pleasley Hill Junior and Infant school, school 
clinic and Berry Hill Open-air school, Rain- 
worth Junior and Infant school, sculleries’ at 
Newgate school.—T.C. to, acquire Gilcroft- 
— for adaptation for Public Health Dept. 

News le-under-Lyme.—T.C. propose develop- 
ment of Ashfields for educational centre pro- 
viding for a Young People’s College, Senior 
Technical. College and one or two_ technical 
schools. Plans by Architect, Bournville Estate 
Office.—B.8. to prepare plans for, conversion of 
buildings at Chesterton into maternity hospital. 
Associated British Cinemas, Ltd., London, W.1, 
prepared plans for cinema at. Penkhull-st. 
W. R. Davidge & Partners, 5. Victoria-st., 
S.W.1, are architects for cinema at Merrial-st., 
for Gaumont-British Cinema Co., Ltd.—N. A. 
Pepper and W. P. Tams, dairymen, propose 
snossien of milk. processing plant and build- 

a at Hempstalls-la.—T.C, propose erection of 

lic conveniences on six sites.—Staffordshire 

u.C. propose erection of Technical school. 
Plans by A. H. Stillman (F.), County Edu- 
cation Architect, County Offices, Stafford. 

_ Rainford. —Higher E.C. propose erection of 
junior school. 

Rochdale.—Watch Committee propose erec- 
tion of police station at Norden. 

gley.—U.D.C. approved extensions for S. 
Cox & Sone, Ltd., safe makers. 

Shefheld.—T.C. propose adaptation of. pre- 
mises at. Norfolk-st., for Public Health Depart- 
ment.—Y.W.C.A., 16, St. James’-st., propose 
erection of prefabricated building at Herries- 
rd., Shirecli oerete, for assembly hall. 

Smethwick.—T Cc. approved extensions to 
LT Nt at Dale -st., Smethwick Laundry Co., 


South Shields.—Tasker & Child, Trinity-bidgs.. 
New Bridge-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, prepared 

pd for alterations at Westoe- rd., for Broughs 

—T.C. propose three *bus shelters, at £100 
aah, —Owners of Queen’s Theatre, Mile End- 
rd., propose acquiring additional land for re- 
construction and extension of building. Archi- 
ae William Stockdale, Howard-st., North 
ields 

Staffordshire.—Potteries Water Board, Stoke- 
on-Trent, propose erection of control house and 
pumping station. 

Walsall.—Justices epee plans by W. H. 
Shipley, architect, orway-rd.. for hotel at 
junction of Lichfield-rd. and Selman’s-hill, 
Bloxwich, at £15,000. 

West Hartlepoo!l.—T.C. to provide additional 
office accommodation for Boro’ Treas. Dept.— 
B.E. to report on’suitable sites at Dyke House, 
Thornhill. Burbank-st. and Seaton Carew areas 
for erection of nurseries. 
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BRITISH RESTAURANTS .AND 
CANTEENS 


Batley.—E.C. propose kitchen at Junior 
Technical school canteen. 

Bolton.—E.C. propose central school kitchen 
in eastern district, 

Brighouse.—T,C. 40 erect, central kitchen at 


. sg co 


Durha of E. approved C.C.’s plans for 
central Sivohen at sapere 

Fifeshire.—C.C. to e B.R, at Muiredge 
from plans by Genge. delands, County- 
page. ., Cupar. : 

Heywood.—T.C. conversion of 

mission-hall at Fox-st., for BR. ; 

Lancashire.—E.C.~..propose alterations to 
various schools for additional dining centres, 
at £1,071. 

Loughborough.—E.C. 
Hathern school. 

Mansfield.—E.C. propose kitchens at Carter- 
la. and Broomhill schools. 

Middieton.—T.C. propose communal feeding 
centre at Scouts’ Hall, PMiddleton Junction. 

Oldham.—E.C. propose — “armen kitchen 
for school meals at. Water 

Salford.—B.C. received ie ath of B.E. for 
extending dining-room accommodation and 
witcha at Pendleton High school fer Girls, at 


propose kitchen at 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally aceepted: 

+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

G Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
departments. 


Dunston-on-Tyne.—Erection of canteen at 
Trading Estate: *H. E. Pitt, Lid., a 
Millfield, Sunderland. 

Evesham.—Erection . of weigh and 
weighbridge to gas works, for Gas tebonitins 
C. . Edwards, Gas E. & Manager: *F. 
— Black Bridges, Worcester-rd., Evesham, 


‘Keighley. —(a) Adaptation and repairs to re- 
quisitioned premises at South-st., Bengal-st., 
and Coy st.; (b) Greenend-rd., * Morton, for 
T.C. J. Felgate (A), Boro’ Architect, Muni- 
cipal Mithices. *(a) Ernest Turner, Ltd., 4, 
Bradford-rd., £661; *(b) H..V. Robinson, Ltd. 
Alice-st., £194 (both of Keighley). 

Kiveton Park. ro Ronednag eight houses 
at Fir Vale, Harthill, for RB.D.C: W. M. 
Gibson, . Council Offices, Kiveton .Park, nr. 
Sheffield: ~~ *Mirfin & Dawson, Ltd., Ranby, 
Retford, Notts, £314, 

Lancashire.—Works, for “T.C. County Archi- 
tect, A. T. Nicholson (F.), County-bidgs., 
Fishergate- hill, - Preston—Alterations, ete., to 
schools. for provision .of school meals. at. Lea 
Endowed C.E., Lea R.C., Woodplumpton Cat- 
forth, Woodpiumpton Catforth St. 


Robert’s 
R.C., Woodplumpton Cottam R.C.: *T. Brown, 
Eaves, -Woodplumpton, Preston. Woodplumpton 


C.E., Broughton-in-Preston Grammar, Barton 
C.E., Barton Newsham oe Mary’s R.c.: *J. 
Parker & Son, East Leigh, Bartle, nr. Preston. 
Fulwood and Cadley, ulw: and Cadley 
Harris Dept.: *J. H. Pilkington, Sharoe Green- 
la., Fulwood, Preston. Withnell St. Joseph’s 
R.C.: *W. Brown, Brinscall, nr. Chorley. 
Prescot and Rainford central kitchen: *T. 
Winstanley, Woodlands, Rainford, ar. St. 
Helens, Huyton- with-Roby .St. Dominic’s R.C. 
sthools: *John Pinnington & Sons, Roby-rd,, 
Huyton, nr. Liverpool. 

{London (Air Ministry).—List of new con- 
tracts to value of £500 or over for week ended 
June 10. 

Erection of structural steelwork: West Mid- 
lands Erection Co., Wolverhampton. 

Electrical work: McKeown and Martin, Ltd., 
Belfast; Bower Engineering Works (Electrical 
and Gen , ., London, E.C.4. 

Well-boring “> Ag Grand Sutcliffe and Gell, 
Ltd., Southall, 

Agricultural wax ‘J. Burnley & Sons, Utd., 
London, 8.W.15. 

Surface dressing work: W. and J. Glossop, 
Ltd., London, W.6; Thos. Ashley (Contractors), 
Ltd., Wrawby, Lincs; Fitzpatrick & Sons 
(Contractors), Ltd., London. E.3; Alexander 
Asphalte Co., Ltd., Bristol, 9. 

Het water. supply work: Wm, Freer, Utd, 
Leicester. 

Heating and ventilating work: F. G. Alden. 
Ltd., Oxford. 

Building work: Thos. Lowe & Sons, London, 
G. and J. Seddon, bid., Bolton, Lanes. 
Simmons and Hawker, 
Ltd., London, §.W.18; Rigg and Remington, 
Ltd., London, N.W.7; Beck & Co., London, 
8.E.1; Barvis 'Pariners, Lid., Brentwood, Essex. 

Civil engineering work: Taylor Woodrow 
Construction, Ltd., Southall, Middx. 

General maintenance work: Johnson and 
Bailey, Ltd., Cambridge. 

{London (Ministry~ of Works). ae 
wiaced by M.O.W. during week ending June 8. 

Bucks : Building work, ex Sees) & Co., 
Ltd., 74, Earls Court-rd., 


Installation work: 
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purnam ; Boilding aud civil engineering work, 


G. Dougill & Sons, Ltd., Ch 


estnut-st., Darling- 


ton; building work, J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., 


Swinton, Manchester. 












UNITE FOR STRENGTH 





FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


MEMBERSHIP 1941 — 856 
MEMBERSHIP 1942 —1,612 
MEMBERSHIP TO DATE—3,600 
LONDON REGION 37 AREA OFFICES 
PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 


BATH, BRISTOL, EXETER, FROME, 
MANCHESTER, MERSEYSIDE, PLYMOUTH, 
PORTSMOUTH. SALISBURY and TORQUAY. 


(Many Branches In course of formation) 














SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 pa. 


"Phone or write 


; Secretary: 
23, Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 
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THE BUILDER 


Essex: Building work, E. C. P. Brand, Mount 
House Works, Braintree. 

Lancs: Building work, Walter Peak, 17, 
Church-st., Warrington. J 

Middx: Building work, Percy Bilton, Ltd., 
Park-st., Mayfair, W.1. : } 

Staffs: Civil engineering, Staffordshire 
Potteries, Water Board, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Worcs: Building work, Bovis, Ltd., Stanhope 


Gate, W.1. 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed by War Dept. for week ended June 3:— 

Lancs: Miscellaneous work, Arthur McColl & 
Son, St. Helens, Lancs; John Webster Bros., 
Liverpool 15; Worthingtons (Contractors), 
Ltd., Liverpool 6. 

Flintshire: Building, work, G. Musker Bros., 
Ltd., Swinton, Manchester. 

Staffs: Miscellaneous work, Arthur Holmes & 
Sons, Ltd., Burton-oy-Trent, Staffs. 

Norfolk and Suffolk: Miscellaneous work, W. 
Peeke-Vout & Son, Watton, Norfolk. 

Gloucestershire: Hutting (erectiqgn), Ashmore 
Contractors, Ltd., Gloucester, 

Essex: Miscellaneous work, H. W. Wilson, 
Ltd., South Ockenden, Essex. 

Sussex: Miscellaneous work, Saunders (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Burgess Hill, Sussex. 

Manchester.—Works for T.C. G. Noel Hill 
(P.), City Architect: Conversion of ‘‘ Wood- 
ville,” Sale-rd., Northenden, into two self-con- 
tained flats: *Direct Works Section, Man- 
chester Corporation, Wharf-st., Ardwick 4. 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of prefabricated 
hut for temporary accommodation at Whinney 
Banks school, for E.C. W.H. Watson, Educa- 
tion Architect: H. Proudlock,” Middles- 
brough, £880. 

Shefheld.— Works for T.C. W. George Davies 
(F.), City Architect. Improve and extension of 
sleeping accommodation for nurses at Dryden 
block, at Fir Vale Institution: *Public Works 
Dept., Sheffield Corporation, Worthing-rd., 
£275; repairs of requisitioned house at 10, Ken- 
wood-rd. (additional work): *C. Middleton & 
Sons, 48. Greenhill-rd.; essential repairs to 
ee yr sel “ue hi aia Dept., 

effie orporation, orthing-rd., £250 (all 
of Sheffield), . , 

West Bromwich.—Construction of mass con- 
crete brick faced retaining wall at Hall Green- 
rd., for T.C. J. G. Jefferson, B.S.: *M 
Boswell, School-rd., Wolverhampton. 


Electrical Industry Conditions. 

The Electrical Contracting Industry 
N.J.1I.C., has arrived at aginaniee in re- 
spect of: (a) Country allowance—labour 
under 18 categories II and III; and (b) 
Category II’ Labour—Holidays with Pay. 
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A FRIEND IN NEED— 
A ow fe nD aio naenanee 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 


FOR EVERY CLASS OF 
BUILDING WORK 


By J. T. REA.- 


Containing 730 pages with over 600 
illustrations. 


Large Svo. Cloth gilt. Price 16/- net 

(By post 16/9.) 
The 6th edition which appeared in 1937 repre 
sented quite a new undertaking, brought up-to- 
date in every way, including a large amount of 
original da,complete revision of prices, 
examples of analysis, and fresh details of costing 
involving many thousands of figures, hundreds of 
calculations, and immense labour and research. 
Being self-contained, it avoids the weary hunt in 
other books for the vital, detailed knowledge 
mbieh fe usually hard, if not often impossible. 
to find. 


B. T. BATSFORD, LTD. 
Architectural Publishers, 
15, North Audley St., London, W.1 
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BUCHANAN & CURWEN \™. 
ELECTRICAL . 
WORK 


Schemes prepared. for 


ARCHITECTS 


engaged on Post-War Planning 


ADDRESS: 
66, VICTORIA STREET, S.W.1 
Tel.: ViCtorla 6550 
Also at BRISTOL & LEATHERHEAD 
EST, 1895 





STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 








Boyle’s ~ai-pump” Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 
ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 
Ventilating Engineers, Emergency Address: 34 MORLAND 
AY., E. CROYDON, SURREY. Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 





























Temporary Offices: 
15-16, TORRINGTON COURT, WESTWOOD HILL, S.E.26 


GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 
eae 


CAMBERWELL 


Telephone: SYD. 623 5/6 
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